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A RECOMAISSANCE OF PARTS OF WESTERN NEW 
MEXICO AND NORTHERN ARIZONA. 



By N. H. Dabton. 



INTRODUCTION, 

This report sets forth the results of an investigation of the geology 
in the vicinity of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway from 
Albuquerque, N. Mex., to Kingman, Ariz. The principal purpose 
was to determine the prospects for obtaining deep-seated underground 
water supplies, and to do this it was necessary to ascertain the suc- 
cession and structure of the rocks throughout a broad area, especially 




Figure 1.— Map showing location of area treated in this report. 

in the high plateau of Arizona. Descents were made into the Grand 
Canyon of the Colorado at various places; other trips led to the 
southern margin of the plateau. The area examined is shown in 
figure 1. 

In past years several geologists have visited portions of the region 
and have recorded a large number of facts ; and I have utilized these 
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an far an poggibie in tFxis report, p^krcly incerpreti:!^ them in due light 
of Uter obeerratioDg. In th^ coarse «>f the &ii work mAny new 
facrts were ohtadatd^ cspeeiiJlT as to the chArmrter. thicknes^ ami 
fjoandarks of the formations. The prriiripAl p-itLi^atiocs of preTixB 
obeerrers are listed at the end of this rep»>rt. 

GEOORAPHT. 

The r^^n here treated li^s mostly in the plati?aa proTince. Irat 
its east end is in the Rio Grande ValleT and ir? western portiiMi ex> 
tends into the deserts. The plateaa in north-eentral Arizona reaches 
an altitude of orer S.5*jO feet, and throorfi it CoI«:>rado Brrer has 
cot the deep gt»^ known as the Grand Canvon PL 11 . The 
bottom of this canyon is 2,436 feet aboire sea leirel at the month of 
Bri^t Angel Creek. On a portion of the plateaa are thick masses 
of laras of Tarions kinds, constituting several n«>table mountah^. 
one of wiiich. San Francisco Peak, has an altitude of 12.611 feet, 
standing about 5.500 feet higher than the adjoininsr regk>n. South 
of Williams and Flagstaff the high plateau ends in an escarpment 
known as the Verde Breaks, which descemls abruptly into the Vwde 
Valley- The descent here is about 2.5CK) feet and is effected by hi«i 
steps similar to those in the Grand Canyon. Xorth westward from 
Ash Fork there is a drop of 1.000 feet or more to a lower plateau 
or shelf of Bedwall limestone which occupies a wide area from the 
Juniper Hills northward. The Santa Fe Baflway descends this 
escarpment in Johnson Canyon^ a few mfles east of Ash Fork, but 
here the slope is partly masked by lara flows, and farther west it 
is hidden for some distance by the great flows in the Mount Floyd 
area. This escarpment forms the prominent Aubrey Cliffs north of 
Seligman and extends continuously to the Grand Canyon, beyond 
which it marks the southwest margin of the Shiwits I^ateau. It 
finally approaches close to the Grand Wash Cliffs north of Pierce 
Ferry. 

The plateau of Redwall limestone alluded to above is nearly 20 
miles wide, reaching from the Juniper Hills to longitude 114^. It 
terminates on the west in a great escarpment, which with long slopes 
of the Tonto group and of granite descends to the great desert ralley 
on the west. This scarp attains its greatest prominence in Music 
Mountain, where its height is 3,500 feet. Farther north, where it 
marks the Grand Wash fault and is known as the Grand Wash 
Cliffs, its height is 3,000 feet above the desert plain at its foot. South 
of Music Mountain the escarpment separates into two broad steps, 
the lower one covered by extensive lava flows lying on an irregular 
floor of granite. The western mai^rin of the lower step, termed 
the Cottonwood Cliffs, is about 2,000 feet high for some distance 
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BiaLETIH 43i PLATE II 




A. VIEW ACROSS GRAND CANYON AT THE MOUTH OF BRIGHT ANGEL CREEK. 

R, Redwall limestone; T, sandstone of Tonto group; C, Coconino sandstone; U, Unkar group; A, granite 

and gneiss. 




B. VIEW ACROSS GRAND CANYON NEAR MOUTH OF SHINUMO CREEK. 

R, Redwall limestone; C, Coconino sandstone; S, Supai (red sandstone and shale); K, Kaibab linnestone; 
U, Unkar group, overlain by Tonto group. T. 
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GEOLOGY. 9 

south of Truxton. A few miles east is the Redwall limestone escarp- 
ment of somewhat less height, Y^hich extends by Cross Mountain to 
the south end of the Juniper Hills. West of the Grand Wash and 
Cottonwood cliffs are desert valleys of which Hualpai Wash is a part. 
Out of these valleys a number of long, narrow granite ridges trending 
north and south rise from 2,500 to 4,000 feet; Hualpai Peak, one of 
the summits, reaches an altitude of 8,266 feet. 

The high limestone plateau ends on the northeast in slopes descend- 
ing gradually to the valley of the Little Colorado. East of that 
valley is a wide district of rolling highlands, which to the north rise 
by massive steps and long slopes to the high mesas on which the Hopi 
pueblos are situated. These steps and slopes are known as the 
Painted Desert, from the high walls of bright-colored sandstones 
extending through the country. The land gradually rises to the 
east, finally culminating in the continental divide in western New 
Mexico. This divide is crossed by the railway near Thoreau, at an 
altitude of about 7,225 feet, in a transverse valley with the bare 
high cliffs of bright-red Triassic sandstones on the north and the 
wooded slopes of the Zuni Mountains on the south. These mountains 
form a narrow isolated range extending about 70 miles from north- 
west to southeast and reaching, in Mount Sedgwick, an altitude of 
9,200 feet, or about 2,200 feet above the surrounding region. To 
the east is an area of very irregular configuration, sloping to the Rio 
Grande valley and presenting a succession of wide valleys and high 
plateaus. Two of the most notable of the plateaus are the Acoma 
Mesa, capped by lava, and a similar mesa north of the "San Jose 
Valley, surmounted by the great volcanic mass of Mount Taylor, 
which rises to an altitude of 11,389 feet. Sixty miles northeast are 
the Nacimiento Mountains, a long, narrow ridge extending north 
and south with a steep western face and broad rough eastern slopes. 
In San Pedro Peak, this ridge reaches an altitude of 10,162 feet, or 
over 3,000 feet above the plains to the west. 

GEOLOGY. 

STRATIGRAPHY. 
PRELIMINARY OUTLINE. 

In the region treated in this report there is an extensive succession 
of strata ranging in age from Algonkian to Quaternary. The general 
order and average thickness of the rocks of the region are shown in 
the accompanying table (pp. 12-13) and in figure 2. 

In northwestern New Mexico the sedimentary succession begins 
with the Pennsylvanian. The Jurassic and Lower Cretaceous are not 
known to be present, but the Upper Cretaceous appears to be com- 
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10 BECONNAISSANCE IN NEW MEXICO AND ABI^Ol^A. 

plete from Dakota to '^Laramie, '' with a total thickness of 4,000 feet. 
It is overlain unconformably by the Puerco, Torrejon, Waeatch ( T) , 
and later Tertiary rocks. 

In northern Arizona the Grand Canyon series of the Algonkian, 
nearly 12,000 feet thick, is overlain unconformably by the Middle 
Cambrian Tonto group. The upper Cambrian and Ordovician are 
absent probably throughout the area; part of the Silurian is known 
to be represented only by a small outlier at one locality ; the Devonian 
occurs in thin remnants at the widespread unconformity between the 
Cambrian and the Carboniferous. The Mississippian and Pennsylva^ 
nian divisions of the Carboniferous are presented in a thick succession 
of Umestones and sandstones, surmounted by 500 feet or more of 
sandstones which are believed jbo belong to the Permian. The Triassic 
13 thick, but its limits and classification are in doubt. Part of the 
Jurassic is probably present to the north, but apparently the Lower 
Cretaceous is absent. The Upper Cretaceous succession is extensive, 
reaching the coal measures in the great basin northeast of the Hopi 
region. Tertiary deposits occur, but their classification has not 
been effected. Much of the Quaternary material consists of valley 
filling and lava flows. Many features of the succession of rocks in 
the Grand Canyon are shown in Plates II and III, B, and figure 3. 
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Figure 2.— Partial oolumnar sections in northern Arizona and northwestern New Mexico. 
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CZ IS irCV mUaCO XS1> ^wrrwinirm._ 



rjam, T'^.tO: ^xzUfTf^ m a vioe aicft w«rt aims 

\t,v^ uyvSTA JOL %^fmr MiODtfj^ Thtey mrt lisic* exposn: in portiaBS of 

:ii»^ ',3tr«ii'. ^^ivarj'jOL^ Mr <.<>seTTa5ic»Ds L^ve lirxi^wi; timx imie £^t on 
wp^ *'^jMs^r^e jda^ n^tiMtj'.c^if <A it^est rods, bm a finr facts ika^« ban 



T^ 7 I>Kr* iLift% T*tyjnibC mMZij feai^ires of the piv^CkislnaB ] 

jtL i«urur»^9^>v:L AraKCdL. viicre tLej cKoistiuite j^rxh. cl the 

«»^*tt?*r>>< -^T- ^-j-^r fi^^trrtTiv^J**! vilj^ts. Coarse, maaave gniihes>^ 
yr^iU^ix^'XJtirj: v-l scuei*** was zKfted at the south «id Cif the Geitiat 
j<iviarUi:;ift *ru- i::. H:;iu'pai WasL- In iLe G>iio3wo«i Oifis south 
-rf Zr^ixr/x^ \cjf: ^^'>9^ arer ma^ up <rf granite for 2-.>» feet, with a 
'"•^^cx *x^ '/ arji>5^-V!r tLat *:ff^er^ vofj^ erf the plateau snifaceL Gruute 
t*A^:cj^ i^t "jz^ \Cjh ^Jr^i^s of Hiiskr MoTintain. to the base of the sand- 
*t^Xj^. of *»rj^ T'>r-V> grcnp- Marriije netted scrists and slat^ m the 
x/^^ >yv>*5% <^ ibe ijn^ip^ Hilis. A chararteiistic Tiew of the fwe- 
^.xsxTjTja, ^i;ftaL'j\0t k hh^/wn in Plate IH, X 



At t>'>!! rryy%*>r- of tLe Gnmd Canron, east of Pierce Fernr, the Tonto 
^vv^ A VjAeti^hi br coarse granite cut by daik inimsiTe dikes. 
7V.^ T'^jc ri*-^ a3>oGt W) feet above the rircr and ei^^nds up the 
*ju.j^n% t/> acf tijyieiermined point southeast of Mount IMlenbao^, 
/j#^i^ W>;t^'i4^ 36^. At the mouth of Diamond Cie^. 20 miles nvth 
^4 y*:^'u Spiir^^ I found dark schists associated with gruiile. 
Onkr.>>^ a£*d gneiss i4>pear ako in the canyon at longitude 112® 33' 
^it^/A\, . and continue, with a short interruption in the big bend at 
ik^t.tvif; r^' \h\ to a point 4 mOes east of longitude 112®, wfaeie 
X:^ CJiiLifft:^^ unconformably under the Grand Canyon series. 
f>ij/j>o^;t^ the mouth of Bright Angel Creek their surface rises to its 
sSi^nxiurAia elevation of 3.S00 feet above sea level, or about 1,300 feet 
above the river. They hiive been called the Mshnu series in this 

Tr^e largest area of the Grand Canyon series* begins near longitude 
112^ and extends around the big bend opposite the mouth of the Little 
Colorado as far north as the Kwagunt basin. This series has been 

• J>i... K. S- G«4. Sarrrr Xo. SZ, 1908. 

*> T^i9a;ti£fst XtJBk repon tbe vard smote is med in its old brawl aenae to cowrcr > ^Mt TMJty of 



< FtmiSK J. W., Gtekogj oT iliin portioo oT Uw Cinls Moontafas, [Mc): U. S. GfoL mod G«qb. 
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BULLETIN 435 PLATE III 




A. PRE-CAMBRIAN GRANITE WITH NEARLY VERTICAL JOINTING AT GRANITE SIDING, NORTH 

OF PRESCOTT. ARIZ. 




B. MOUTH OF GRAND CANYON EAST OF PIERCE FERRY. ARIZ., LOOKING EAST. 
Granite, Tonto, and Redwall. Photograph by W. T. Lee. 
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CAMBRIAN SYSTEM. 15 

described by C. D. Walcott," who has divided it into two groups 
separated by unconformity. The upper group, the Chuar, consists 
of sandy and clay shales and intetbedded sandstones and limestones, 
with a heavy bed of brown sandstone at the top. Of this group, 
5,120 feet remains. The lower group, the Unkar, consists of 6,830 
feet of sandstones with interbedded lava flows in the upper part and 
some included limestones. The total thickness of the Grand Canyon 
series is 11,950 feet. It contains a few fossils, which do not afford a 
basis for classification, and as it was extensively upturned and its 
surface planed before the deposition of the sandstone of the Tonto 
group, Walcott regards it as Algonkian in age. It presents no evi- 
dence of metamorphism, except in the inmiediate vicinity of igneous 
rocks. 

F. L. Ransome * has described some relations of a small outlier of 
red sandstone and shale of the Unkar group on the north side of the 
Grand Canyon, lying on a depressed faulted block and extending 
from Bright Angel Creek to a point 2 miles farther west. There is 
still larger area on the lower part of Shinumo Creek, which has 
recently been described in detail by L. F. Noble,*' together with the 
associated Vishnu rocks. I am informed by Mr. R. T. Evans that 
small masses appear in the Hindu Amphitheater and in the main 
canyon near latitude 36® 20', 4 miles northwest of Powells Plateau. 
A small exposure is exhibited in the Ottoman Amphitheater, 3 miles 
northeast of the mouth of Bright Angel Creek. These areas are all 
in line along a northwest-southeast course. According to Powell^ 
the series is again exposed in the Grand Canyon at the south end of 
Shiwits Plateau; and some of the Algonkian rocks described by A. B. 
Reagan * as occurring in the Fort Apache region appear to represent 
the Grand Canyon series. 

CAMBRIAN SYSTEM. 
TOVTO OBOITP. 
CHAIlAarES AND OGCUBRBNCE. 

The Tonto group tmderlies at least 30,000 square miles of the high 
plateau of northern Arizona, but probably does not extend to the 
western boundary of New Mexico. It is exposed along Colorado 
River from the foot of Marble Canyon to the Grand Wash Cliffs and 
thence southward and eastward for many miles along the western 
and southern faces of the plateau. The easternmost exposures in 

a Am. Jour. Sd. , 3d ser., vol. 26, 1883, pp. 402-442; Bull. Geol. Soc. America, rol. 1, 1890, pp. 4&-64; Four- 
teenth Ami. Kept. U. S. Oeol. Survey, pt. 2, 1894, pp. 903-519; Jour. Geology, vol. 3, 1895, pp. 312-330; 
BnU. Geol. Soc. America, vol. 10, 1899, pp. 215-218. 

b Science, vol. 27, 1908, pp. 667-669. 

e Am. Jour. Sd. , 4tli ser. , vol. 29, 1910, pp. 369>386, 497-528 

* Geology of tbe eastern portion of the tJinta Mountains: U. S. Geol. and Geog. Survey Terr., 1876, p. 62. 

< Am. Geologist, vol. 32, 1903, pp. 270, 277-278. 
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16 RECONNAISSANCE IN NEW MEXICO AND ARIZONA. 

this district, as shown on the maps of the Wheeler Survey, are on the 
south slopes of the Mogollon Mesa in the vicinity of longitude 1 10°. 
There are very extensive exposures of the Tonto group all along the 
lower slopes of the Grand Canyon, where the thickness varies- from 
760 to 1,000 feet. Two formations are included — a basal sandstone 
60 to 200 feet thick causing a shelf and cliff (see PL IV, A) and 
overlying shales containing varying amounts of sandstone and lime- 
stone. The latter becomes a conspicuous feature to the west. 

The name Tonto group was proposed by G. K. Gilbert for the sand- 
stones and shales underlying the great series of Carboniferous rocks 
in the Grand Canyon district. Undoubtedly, the type locality is 
Tonto Basin or Tonto Creek, which heads in the southern margin of 
the Mogollon Mesa. A brief notice of the rocks was given in 1874," 
and the name Tonto group, comprising ^' Tonto" sandstone, '' Tonto ^' 
shale, and ^'marbled limestone," was applied in the geologic report of 
the Wheeler Survey the following year.'' The age was regarded as 
^'Primordial." The rocks were first described by J. S. Newberry, 
who accompanied the Ives expedition to Colorado River* in 1857—58. 
Newberry found the sandstone lying unconformably on the granites, 
and although he obtained no determinable fossils he recognized the 
antiquity of this member and the overlying shales. He measured 
the section exposed at the mouth of the canyon of Diamond Creek as 
follows: 

Section of Tonto group at mouth of Diamond Creek. 

Bluish-gray limestone (Redwall), 1,000+feet. Feet 

Mottled red and gray siliceous limestone interstratified with red, 
white, and brown shales; much silica 300 

Red, green, and yellow shales, with bands of argillaceous iron 
and black oxide of manganese 100 

Red and brown limestone in thin layers, with grits and shales 
containing imperfect corals 60 

Green shales. 

Ferruginous limestones, shales, and mud rocks; the limestones 
contain corals (Chsstetes?) and greenish shales with mud fur- 
rows and carbonaceous particles. Closely resembling rocks of 
Chemung group in New York 75 

Blue, thick-bedded limestone everywhere penetrated by lines 
of deep red having the form of branching corals 25 

Soft and cherty sandstone 25 

Shales with bands of limestones and grits 180 

Speckled, white or brown, and dark-red hard foliated fine- 
grained sandstones with shales 260 

Red, gray, and green shales with mud furrows, resembling casts 
of worm holes 250 

a Gilbert, G. K., On the age of the Tonto sandstones (Abstract): Bull. Washington Philos. Soc., vol. 1, 
1874, p. 109. 

6 Gilbert, G. K., Rept. U. S. Geog. Surveys W. 100th Mer., vol. 3, Geology, 1875, pp. 1«3, 184-186, 621, 522. 

e Report upon the Colorado River of the West, explored in 1857-58 by Lieut. J. C. Ives, pt 3, Geological 
report, 1861, p. 42. 
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A. SANDSTONE OF TONTO GROUP NORTH OF PEACH SPRINGS, ARIZ.. LOOKING NORTH. 
Granite to right, on east side of fault. 




B. UPPER FALLS OF CATARACT CREEK BELOW SUPAI. ARIZ. 
Top of Redwall linnestone overlain by Supai red beds. Coconino sandstone and Kaibab Jirnestpne ir^f^isWnpl^ 
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CAMBRIAN SYSTEM. 17 

Feet. 

Gray coarse siliceous sandstones 160 

Red qnartzose sandstone, often purple and beautifully striped.. 150 

Conglomerate 3 

Granite. 

Total thickness of Tonto beds 1,688 

Newberry regarded the lower beds as equivalent to the Potsdam 
sandstone of New York. The surface on which they lie is stated 
to be very irregular, with many hills rising several hundred feet into 
the Tonto strata. Most of this apparent relation, however, is, as 
shown by G. K. Gilbert, due to a fault extending down the valley 
at this locality. 

According to Gilbert* the Tonto section at the mouth of the 
Grand Canyon consists of the following beds: 

Section of Tonto group in Grand Canyon at Grand Wash Cliffs, Arizona. 

Feet." 

Limestone with coralloid markings 75 

Soft green shale, with intercalated pale-red sandstones 100 

Sandy limestone with obscure coralloid markings 25 

Greenish shaly sandstone 40 

Sandy limestone 25 

Green and purple shales, sandy toward the base and in part shaly 

sandstone (Crusdana) 415 

Glassy sandstone, white to yellow and red, heavy bedded 80 

Granite and gneiss. 

760 

The Tonto group was traced southward from this section along 
the continuation of the Grand Wash Cliffs by A. R. Marvine.* He 
found the lower sandstone to increase gradually in thickness and in 
a section 20 miles farther south to consist of a lower member of red 
color and an upper member of yellowish white mottled with salmon- 
colored spots. The shale decreases in thickness and the included 
limestones become thicker and more numerous toward the south. 
In later observations in this region W. T. Lee *^ noted considerable 
variation in thickness. In a section of the Grand Wash Cliffs 12 
miles south of the Grand Canyon the shale is only 200 feet thick 
and the sandstone 80 feet, but in the pass followed by the road a 
few. miles north of Music Mountain the sandstone is 50 feet thick 
and the overlying shale 300 to 400 feet. At the south end of the 
Juniper Hills the basal sandstone is about 100 feet and the shale 225 
feet thick. My estimate of the thickness of the group on Diamond 
Creek was about 800 feet. At the base is 100 feet or more of banded 

a Kept. U. S. Geog. Surveys W. 100th Mer., vol. 3, Geology, 1876, p. 163 and fig. 82, opp. p. 196. 

b Idem, pp. 198-201 and fig. 82. 

Geologic reconnaissance ot a part of western Arizona: Bull. U. S. Geoi. Survey No. 352, 1908, pp. 19, 21. 

46445°— Bull. 435—10 2 
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18 BBCONNAISSANCE IS NEW MEXICO AND ABIZONA. 

quartzite, weathered dark, followed by slaty sandstones of purplish 
gray and greenish tints. Next aboTe is limestone and sandy shale, 
about 150 feet thick in all, overlain by 100 feet or more of massive 
gray sandstone. The middle and upper members consist largely of 
thin-bedded sandstones with some shale and local massive sand- 
stones. There is considerable limestone at the top. 

The following section of the Tonto group on the Hance trail in 
Congress Canyon, given by Freeh," is the only one on record for that 
general region: 

Section of Tonto ffroup in CongntM Canyon^ Arizona. 

Feet. 
Greenish shalee with small cliff in the midst fonned by a greenish 

sandstone 85 

Snufif-colored sandstone with a bed of limestone in the upper part 

forming a small cliff 44 

Greenish or snuff-colored shalee with small ripple marks, forming a 

gentle slope 85 

Snuff-colored sandstone forming a well-defined cliff 8 feet high; in 

the upper part some calcareous shale 85 

Brown sandstone and greenish or snuff-colored shaly limestone; laige 

ripple marks in the lower part and a glauconitic layer 5 to 15 cm. 

thick in the upper part; contains Obollela sp.? 32 

Greenish or snuff-colored shaly sandstone with worm tracks {Cru- 

2iana)y ripple marks, and glauconite (?); contains OboUela poliia 

Hall?, Linffula monticula Walcott? 65 

Well-defined bed of brown sandstone with glauconite (?) containing 

Obollela 4 

Yellow and chocolate-colored sandy shales alternating with croes- 

bedded sandstones and conglomerates 45 

Thin-bedded brown quartzitic sandstones and shales 14 

White sandstone, spotted black 30 

Coarse red cross-bedded sandstones, with pebbles of quartz at base 

and Scolithus at the top 260 

Granite. 

749 

According to C. D. Walcott'' the thickness of the group is 1,050 
feet in the eastern part of the Kaibab region northeast of Congress 
Canyon. 

In November, 1901, Walcott measured the following section of 
the Tonto group 9 miles south of Seligman, as follows: 

» 
Section of Tonto group 9 miles south of SeUgrnan, Aria. 

Redwall limestone. Feet. 

Shale, sandy, gray, and brown, with thin sandstone partings 210 

Sandstone, thin bedded, brown and gray, with 25-foot bed of coarse 

cross-bedded sandstone near top 115 

Sandstone, coarse, cross-bedded, red and gray 260 

Granite. 

585 



o Compt.-Rend. 5« Cong. g^ol. intemat., p. 479. 
& Bull. Geol. Soc. America, vol. 1, 1890, p. 50. 
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DEVONIAN SYSTEM. 19 

A section of the Tonto group on the south side of the Coconino 
Plateau, 60 miles south of Winslow, is given by G. K. Gilbert:* 

Section of Tonto group on Canyon Creeh^ Arizona. 

Feet 

Brown to red coarse vitreous sandstone, massive to shaly 100 

Gray fine-grained sandstone; weathers red; angular blocks 75 

Shaly calcareous sandstone 75 

Vitreoiis red, purple, and white sandstone 150 

Coarse siliceoiis conglomerate on crystalline rocks 25 

425 

FOSSILS AND CORRELATION. 

In 1879 * and 1880 C. D. WalcoW, made an extended study of 
the Tonto group of the Grand Canyon in and above Kanab Canyon. 
At- the mouth of Kanab Canyon he found 450 feet of a mottled Ume- 
stone on 100 feet of arenaceous and micaceous shales^ the latter 
extending to the river, and obtained Cambrian fossils comprising 
Lingulepis, ConocepJialites, and Baihyurus in the upper portion and 
Hyoliihes primordiaMs, Lingulepis, and Orepicephalus in the lower 
beds. In 1883 he gave an account ^ of the discovery of additional 
fossils, Oruziana, Lingulepis, IphidcR, ConocepJialites, Orepicephalus, 
and DiJcelocepJialus, in the upper 700 feet of sandstone, shales, and 
limestones in the Kaibab portion of the canyon. At the summit of 
the lower sandstone member, here about 300 feet thick, he obtained 
Olenoides, Ptychoparia, Lingulepis, and Leperditia, which he classed 
as Middle Cambrian.^ He believed the Lower Cambrian to be absent 
and earUer Cambrian time to be represented by the great hiatus 
between the basal sandstone of the Tonto group and the underlying 
Chuar (Algonkian). 

F. L. Ransome * has stated his opinion that the lower sandstone 
of the Tonto "is probably equivalent to the Apache group in the 
Globe district, to the Coronado quartzite in the Clifton district, and 
without much question to the Bolsa quartzite of the Bisbee district." 
The shale "apparently becomes more calcareous to the south and is 
correlated with the Abrigo limestone of Bisbee.'' 

DEVONIAN SYSTEM. ' 
TEMPLE BTTTTE LUIESTONE. 

Rocks of Devonian age were discovered by C. D. Walcott ^ near 
Kanab Creek in the Grand Canyon in 1879. The beds were stated to 
be purple and cream-colored limestone and sandstone, passing upward 

a Rept. U. S. Geog. Surveys W. 100th Mer., vol. 3, Geology, 1875, p. 164. 

b Am. Jour. Sci., 3d ser., vol. 20, 1880, pp. 221-226. 

e Idem, vol. 26, 1883, pp. 437-442. 

<l Pre-Cambrian fossUiferous fonnations: Bull. Geol. Soc. America, vol. 10, 1899, p. 217. 

e ComiMuison of some Paleozoic and pre-Cambrlan sections in Arizona: Science, vol. 27, 1908, p. 60. 

/ Am. Jour. Sci., 3d ser., vol. 20, 1880, pp. 224-225. 
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into gray cakiferoos smmdstaut. The strala ▼vj in diancter and 
range in thickness firom lOO feet down to the Tanbhing point. They 
lie in depressions on the rerr irregalarij eroded soiface of the top 
limestone of the Tonto group. In plares where there are ridges or 
knolls of the limestone the Deronian lies aboTe them with a thickness 
of 10 to 30 feet. Some of the hollows in the Tonto^ however, are 80 
feet deep. 

In 1880 Walcott extended his ofaserrations up the Grand Canyon 
and traced the unconformity at the top of the Tonto eastward to the 
Marble Canyon. He writes :• 

In places the Devoniaui la endrel jr mbaent, either thzf3<^ eroaicn or nondepoeition, 
so that the Redwmll limestoDe rests dilectly tm the BMBve cakafefoos slnta of the 
upper Tonto. It larely has a thickness Hhore than 100 feet. When present it is 
unmistakably maiked by the thin porpiiah-colored layets ol fine-gnined sandstone 
that pass into calciferous sand rock and limestone in which cyathf^^hyllmd corals, 
casts of brachiopods and gasteropods, and plates of i^acoganoid firiies nsnaUy occur. 

Early in 1883 Walcott discovered DeTonian rocks in Chuar Valley in 
the Grand Canyon,^ and in his description of the faults in that region^ 
he gave to these rocks the name Tempfe Butte limestone, and stated 
that their thickness was 94 feet. Undoubtedly the type locality is 
Temple Butte, on the west side of Colorado River 3 miles below the 
mouth of the Little Colorado. No search was made for Devonian 
rocks in other portions of the Grand Canyon region and the country 
to the south. A. B. Reagan ^ has discovered that the Devonian is 
well represented in the Fort Apache region; and F. L. Ransome 
found Devonian fossils in the lower portion of the Globe limestone in 
the Globe region.* 

CAKBONIFEROUS SYSTEM. 
OEHXBai. BBI^TIOKS. 

A large area in northeastern Arizona and northwestern New Mexico 
is underlain by limestones and sandstones of Carboniferous age. 
The limestones constitute the greater part of the high plateau, but 
east of Little Colorado River they pass beneath red beds largely of 
post-Carboniferous age. They reappear in the Zimi and other 
uplifts in western New Mexico. The most extensive exposures are 
in the Grand Canyon of the Colorado, which presents almost 4,000 
feet of nearly horizontal rocks, mostly in cliiBFs and steep slopes. The 
succession in that region is limestone at the top, gray sandstone, red 
shales, and sandstone in the middle, and massive gray limestone at 
the base. (See fig. 3.) To the three upper formations the name 

a Am. Jour. Sd., 3d ser., vol. 26, 1883, p. 438. 

b Fourth Ann. Kept. U. 8. Geol. Survey, 1884, p. 47. 

c Bull. Oeol. Soc. America, vol. 1, 1889, p. 50. 

d Am. Geologist, vol. 32, 1903, pp. 274, 27^-279. 

e Olobe folio (No. Ill), Geol. Atlas U. 8., U. 8. Geol. Survey, 1904. 
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CABBONIFEROUS SYSTEM. 21 

Aubrey group has been applied; the basal limestone, over 1,000 feet 
thick, is known as the Redwall. These members are well charac- 
terized over a wide area in Arizona, but in the Zuni and Nacimiento 
uplifts the lower formations are absent and the upper limestone and 
sandstone lie directly on pre-Cambrian rocks. This relation indicates 
aji eastern upslope of the floor under the Paleozoic rocks on which the 
upper formations overlap beyond the edges of lower ones down to 
and including the Cambrian. 

The three formations included in the Aubrey group in Arizona 
require individual names according to present methods of nomencla- 
ture, so that in the following descriptions I shall introduce the terms 
Karbab limestone, Coconino sandstone, and Supai formation. These 
formations, together with the Redwall limestone below and the Per- 
mian above, constitute the Carboniferous system in this region. 

REDWALL LIMESTONE. 
GENERAL DISTRIBUTION. 

The great lower limestone of the Carboniferous is a prominent 
feature in northern Arizona, for it constitutes the highest and most 




I 






6000 Feet 
» 1 1 1 

FiGUBE 3.— Section in south wall of Grand Canyon at Grand Canyon station, Arizona, k, Kaibab lime- 
stone; c, Coconino sandstone; s, Supai formation; r, Redwalllimestone; t, Tonto group; u, Unkar group; 
gr, granite. 

extensive cliffs in the Grand Canyon. Along the western and southern 
margins of the plateau it forms a wide, elevated bench about a thou- 
sand feet lower than the main plateau. This shelf is 15 to 20 miles 
wide in the Juniper Hills and the region north of Music Mountain. 
The name Redwall was given by Gilbert on account of the red color 
of the cliffs, but the rock itself is mostly of' light-gray color. A type 
locality recently selected is Redwall Canyon, in the Shinumo drain- 
age basin, on the north side of the Grand Canyon, where it consists 
mostly of the usual heavily bedded massive limestone. Some char- 
acteristic features of the formation are shown in Plates II, III, and V. 

THICKNESS AND LOCAL FEATURES. 

In Redwall Canyon the limestone is about 800 feet thick. On the 
trail near Grand Canyon station a thickness of 550 feet was measured. 
Walcott foimd the amoimt to be 555 feet in exposures 9 miles south- 
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iiTi'-*" »« r"^! im**^' ii»* iniir^ra.n ' ^ "-Jin— "HSfiiiisti " 

• --1 '♦*r*' r*!"-* '.it^ "-i.riiit*-?- i;- I. . ".T >••«: ±z zh^ mauMh of Gran I 
* L^~ n. r.Lt* inc^^r TL**£n.:»*r -i- r^~^ imt*^r :nt». SX 5«c thick, in&s^- 
r"-* •■ ::»**—-" :♦-: i^-n irL«i Ji in^r "i*T^^ S4ng ni a Ae^r clif. 

.»:i_.'ar«?*»:^ -^ii^**. ~-i»* _a."~-Mr rc^tLimc *-!•* ^s-'tKniiiHis into ing^ sters. 

.Izzjesr:- cl•^ t."**ma.'m:r f r 1* • f-^*" c zi« c^. azjI in is scrtioa At :Lr 

W. T. L*?t^' n±s -fxuinn^i '-:•* i-^i^n_ nzaftsuooe in like region 
exten •"" j* fr ci Fvcif^ F^rrr :•• t2.»f •7iz_7«»r HlZs. in vhich more or 
lf**»» -.r :!!-* :• c nA> "r«*t*r- r»f^*zi« ^r?*i 7~ ^^^•:i^L^ c H*- foaDd that in the 
M^-io M 'izL",iii: iL-mv-: uii :•: m** :?* -^Tn it ^.c:^&>cs of two monbers. 
Tn-? V-arAT m^ L? i iis::ii»:i.7 <:r^tii-^£ -lzi*?*^'.:c* in l^^ivis of various 
thi kzi'^ri«*ti, ^f^r^nicii rj miz. 'r«:«i:es c >JLil-* And vnuhcring' to a 
.i^-vrr^-^m or pii-e-r -jf xlr- I:^ ilj^i. knrf^ss w*? foond to be 2.y' 
f-^t a: Bi : Gr in i:? Srriz-rs. n-r^r Vis:..- il 'intACi. and 150 feet in 
Juniper ^^^7 n. in zl^ JjlzIz^^ FT -=-. I:s O'Uterop is marked bv 
ntfr^p -i 7-^ in i sterns *: tn^ rctse :c iL^ ni^L ■:lir fonned by the over- 
Ij.-ir,^ rn;i--:T.? m^r-ni'-^^^r. wnin o-nsists :i limestone vith bat little 
r.>r. of ?^: ::nz. ^Jf inis r>:k t«j.- f^^: r^nidir^ as a capping on the 
(jtutA W^^:. ( Iifs near M:isio M : untoin. Its outcn^ k of a distinct 
rf^y,W:i tint, ev^n wnere tne ovrrlvini: rv^i >l:iles of the Sopai forma- 
ti'^/ri have ion^ since i>een removeii. inilodtin^ that the ccdor is due 
in part at lea.-t to weatherinz. Tne ivvi cc'I^r-r wippe^is only on 
weatf,ere*^l surfa/re^ an^^i is most markeii in tne more decomposed por- 
tUfUhj Vi\if',Tfz it appears in streaks and sp-jts. 



' ?'</♦ «; > ^**'/. H .r-c^t-jx 'h'. :'/.-,.'. M*T.. t:>:. 3. G«>Iocy. ISTc. p. 162. 

* h /„ ';, H, ^/•ir^/i, H jfrtfj So, Vii, ;y/i, pp. i>-ift. 
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GRAND CANYON AT MOUTH OF TOROWEAP VALLEY. 

C, Coconino sandstone; K Kaibab limestone. 

Photograph by J. K. Millers. 
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CABBONIFEBOUS SYSTEM. 23 

Lee found that the limestone m this region contains numerous caves. 
One of these, near Nelson, is said to have been penetrated for a 
thousand feet and to contain notable stalactites and columns. 

H. H. Robinson ^ has found 300 feet of the upper part of the Redwall 
exposed in the uplifted beds in the east side of Elden Mountain and 
180 feet in the center of Marble Hill, near San Francisco Mountain. 

G. K. Gilbert has given several sections on the south side of the 
plateau. One 15 miles southeast of Bill Williams Mountain shows 
400 feet of the Redwall limestone, but does not reveal its base. The 
next section, at Canyon Creek, shows that the formation has greatly 
decreased in thickness and changed its character. The following beds 
were measured by aneroid from the base of the red sandstones of the 
Supai formation to the top of the sandstones of the Tonto group: 

Section of Redwall limestone at Canyon Creek j 60 miles south of Winslow. 

Feet. 

Limestone 6 

Unseen (shale ?) 100 

Limestone (Athyris stLbtilita) 10 

Red calcareous sandstone 4 

Shale : 40 

Limestone 4 

Unseen (shale ?) 25 

Massive limestone 10 

Unseen (shale ?) 75 

Limestone 2 

Unseen (shale ?) 50 

325 

On Carrizo Creek, 20 miles farther east, Gilbert found at the top of 
the section ^100 feet of dark-gray limestone with numerous Pennsyl- 
vanian fossils, then 500 feet of soft shale of alternating cream or gray 
and red colors, 200 feet of bedded red sandstone, shaly in the lower 
portion, and at the base 20 feet of gray limestone with chert, contain- 
ing Athyris suhtilita and Spirifer cameratus. The total thickness is 
820 feet. Near Camp Apache, 20 miles to the east, there is a still 
further change, and it is very difficult to separate the Supai and the 
Redwall. The latter consists of 125 feet of fossiliferous limestone, 
lying on 835 feet of red gypsiferous shales with limestones and sand- 
stones which are difficult to classify without further study. Gilbert 
says:* 

Eastward from Canyon Creek to Camp Apache the progress of a rapid transformation 
can be traced. The lower shaly portion of the Aubrey [Supai] sandstone becomes inter- 
rupted by numerous bands of limestone, and red shales appear in the Redwall lime- 
stones; and in this way the two series approximate in character until the division 
can no longer be recognized. 

a Geology of the San Franciscan volcanic field, Arizona: Prof. Paper U. S. Geol. Survey (in preparation). 
bRept. U. S. Geog. Surveys W. 100th Mer., vol. 3, Geology, 1876. 
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As described by Gilbert, tbe Redwall limestone contains both upper 
Carboniferous and lower Carboniferous fosals. Those of the latter 
age were found a short distance below the middle of the formation. 
W. T. Lee '^ belieyes that the line of separation is the diyision between 
the upper massire and the lower laminated driision. He collected 
fossils from the lower division as foDows: 

If enophyUiim excmvatmn. Spinier strimtis tv. madiaonenaB? 

Schochatella inaeqiudis. Zaphrends sp. 

Spirifer centioiuitiis. StimpuoOos sp. 

These were determined by G. H. Girtv, who regards them as indi- 
cating the earlier portion of the Mississippian, or the Madison lime- 
stone, the Leadyille limestone, the lower part of the ^ ^Wasatch" 
limestone, and the Escabrosa limestone of the Bisbee region. 

At Yampai, near the top of the Redwall limestone, the following 
species were collected by Lee: 

Detbya? sp. ] Myalina sp. aff. M. meUnifoniiis and M. 

CompoBita aff. C. subtilita. | congen^is. 

Avicnlipecten, 3 sp. , Edmondia? sp. 

These were determined by G. H. Girty, who r^ards them as of 
probable Pennsylyanian age. Robinson found Spirifer forbesi and 
Derhya Jceokus in the upper beds of the formation on the east side 
of Elden Mountain. 

The following fossils from the upper part of the Redwall in western 
Arizona were determined by Meek ^ and others: 

PimiatopiHa. | Aviculipecten interlineatuB. 

Septopora sbumardi. | Uryalinasp. 

Aicbaeocidaris sp. ! Euomphalus aff. E. nodosuB. 
OiHiotetes cihsbus. Muichisonia sp. 



PioductuB semiretictilataB. 
Productus nebniskeiisis. 
Spirifer cameratus. 
Spirifer aff. S. kentuckyensis. 
Seminula subtilita. 
Aviculipectoi occiden talis. 



Macrocheilus sp. 
Pleuiotamaria sp. 
BeUerof^cm crassus. 
Tainoceras occiden talis. 
Phillipsia sp. 
Platysomus sp. 



These are believed to represent an early portion of the Pennsylva- 
nian, and accordingly are considerably older than the fauna in the 
Kaibab limestone. 

G. H. Girty, in a letter to me, states that he regards the upper por- 
tion of the Redwall in general as equivalent to the upper part of the 
"Wasatch" and the lower part of the Xaco of Bisbee, Ariz., and the 
lower portion as equivalent to the lower part of the ' 'Wasatch." In 
other words, the Redwall as a whole is equivalent to the '* Wasatch" 

a Bull. U. S. Geol. Survey No. 352, 1906, p. 16. 

b Rept. U. 8. Oeog. Surveys W. 100th Mer., vol. 3, Geology, 1875, p. 178. 
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CARBONIFEROUS SYSTEM. 25 

and to the Naco (Pennsylvanian) and underlying Escabrosa (Mis- 
sissippian) limestone of the Bisbee region. The two latter appear to 
be in conformable succession, while the upper part of the Naco has a 
faima more like that of the Kaibab. 

8UPAI FORMATIOir. 



The red sandstones and shales constituting the lower portion of the 
Aubrey group in northern Arizona form a definite stratigraphic unit 
over a .wide area. Accordingly I propose that they be designated 
the Supai formation, from the Supai village on Cataract Creek, where 
they are very conspicuously exposed. (See PI. IV, B,) In previous 
literature these rocks, together with the overlying gray sandstone, 
have usually been referred to as the ^* Aubrey sandstone series." 
They are, however, distinct from the gray sandstone throughout 
northern Arizona, but, as explained above, their separation from the 
underlying Redwall is not everywhere so clear as could be desired. 

GRAND CANYON REGION. 

In Cataract Canyon and the side canyons near the Supai settlement 
the formation appears to be about 1 ,400 feet thick. At the top are 400 
feet of red shales, in part sandy, with thin red sandstone layers. The 
lower member, about 1,000 feet thick, consists of red sandstones vary- 
ing from coarse to fine and from slabby to cross-bedded, lying on 
about 75 feet of red shales and soft red sandstones. Next below is the 
Redwall limestone, of which the upper part is soft and contains some 
shale partings. 

At the trail at Grand Canyon station the formation is about 1,120 
feet thick, comprising 210 feet of red shales, in part sandy, lying on 
900 feet of red sandstones and shales, with some red shale at the base. 
The separation from the overlying gray sandstone is distinct, and the 
base of the formation is fairly well defined, although there are a few 
feet of passage beds. At the Bass trail, 16 miles northwest of Grand 
Canyon station, there are according to a recent measurement by G. K. 
Gilbert, 215 feet of red shales and 970 feet of red sandstones and 
shales, 1,185 feet in all. In the lower canyon of Kanab Creek, accord- 
ing to the same observer," there are 980 feet of red beds, including a 
2-foot bed of limestone near the middle. They he on 200 feet of 
''purple and white, heavy-bedded arenaceous limestone with pink 
chert, in one bed passing into cross-bedded sandstone.'' This 200- 
foot member doubtless is at the top of the Redwall. Walcott ^ gives 
the thickness of the reddish sandstones of the ''Lower Aubrey" as 

a Kept. U. S. Geog. Surveys W. 100th Mer., vol. 3, Geology, 1875, pp. 161-162. 
h Am. Jour. Sci.,M ser., vol. 20, 1880, p. 222. 
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1 ,455 feet in KAittb YftDeT. Gilbert gircs the foDowii^ sectioii at 
the mouth of the Gnnd CmnrcMi: 



Feet. 

L Gny aacdMroid dkcitj luBOCooe 200 

2. Maoriye crrjflfr-bedded jelknr aandftone 300 

3. Fmble red fluidatofie 800 

4. AltematiDg limestone and sAnd^oae: 

/'a » Cream fine^gnined limeKooe • ^Irdbronidaru 75 

(6) Dark-gmy fine^nined limcstoQe 25 

Te) Cream fine-giamed limestone 20 

(d) White calcareofK andatone - 35 

(ti Gray fine-grained limestone 40 

(^// Red and purple crosB-bedded sandstone 315 

5- RedwaU limestone 2,165 

No. 3 is undoubtedly Supai, and probably No. 4 is also, as indi- 
cated by the 315 feet of red beds at the base, giving a total thickness 
of ly310 feet. No. 4 is part of the canyon wall; Nos. 1 to 3 are in 
an upper terrace some distance back. 

Walcott ^ gives the thickness of the ''Aubrey sandstones" as 1,485 
feet in the eastern part of the Kaibab, which allows about 1,000 feet 
for the Supai. Freeh ^ found the thickness to be about 1,000 feet 
in Congress Canyon, where the upper and lower portions are thin- 
bedded sandstone and shale and the middle portion is mostly mass- 
ive sandstone. 

Robinson has found the Supai beds on Marble Hill 670 feet thick, 
but greatly crushed, and this fonnation and the Coconino are 1,300 
feet thick in the uplift on the east side of Elden Mountain. 

AUBBBY CLIFFS TO YBBDB YALLBY. 

The Supai fonnation outcrops along the face of the Aubrey CliflFs 
and underlies the Aubrey Valley northwest of Seligman. The rocks 
are the usual red shales and sandstones in a well-defined series about 
1,000 feet thick. The boring at Seligman entered them at a depth 
between 145 and 254 feet, under lava, and passed into the Redwall 
limestone at 832 feet; but some of the upper beds are absent at this 
place. Small outliers of the Supai fonnation remain southwest of 
Aubrey and southeast of Seligman. The formation is covered by 
lava for many miles in the Mount Floyd area, but it reappears in 
the escarpment 15 miles southeast of Ash Fork and thence extends 
far to the south in the middle slopes along the east side of the Verde 
Valley. Gilbert describes a section 15 miles southwest of Bill Wil- 
liams Mountain, in which the yellow Coconino sandstone is under- 
lain by 200 feet of friable red sandstone lying on 400 feet of ''alter- 

a Bull. Geol. Soc. America, vol. 1, 1890, p. 50. 
5 Compt. Rend. fi> Cong. g6oL Intemat., p. 478. 
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nating fine-grained limestones and calcareous red and yellow sand- 
stones/' which lie on the Kedwall limestone. In Canyon Creek, 
according to Gilbert, the massive cross-bedded yellow sandstone 
(Coconino) is underlain by 65 feet of compact gray limestone contain- 
ing Spirifer cameratus, which may be regarded as the top of the 
Supai formation. This is succeeded by 500 feet of typical ''red and 
purple sandstone, soft at top, massive below.'' The lower limits are 
not well defined, but the underlying 325 feet of alternating gray lime- 
stone and shale and sandstone must be regarded as Redwall. On 
Carrizo Creek the formation is represented by 400 feet of ''red and 
gray shales interrupted by calcareous beds," overlain by typical 
Coconino sandstone and underlain by typical Redwall. Near Camp 
Apache there are several hundred feet of red sandstone and soft red 
and gray shales, apparently grading down into the Redwall. 



As the Supai formation lies between rocks containing Pennsylva- 
nian fossils there can be no question as to its age, but no evidence is 
at hand as to its correlation with formations of corresponding strati- 
graphic position in other regions. 

COCONINO SANDSTONE. 



The name Coconino sandstone is proposed for the cross-bedded 
gray to white sandstone of the Aubrey group, which is so conspicu- 
ous in the walls of the Grand Canyon. (See Pis. II and V.) It 
underlies the entire Coconino Plateau, as well as the extensive plateau 
country north of the Grand Canyon. In Plate VI, B, is shown a 
prominent exposure. 

CHARACTER AND THICKNESS. 

Cross-bedding is a characteristic feature of this formation. The 
thickness of the sandstone is 305 feet on the trail at Bright Angel, 
400 feet near the Hance trail, and apparently somewhat more toward 
the north. G. K. Gilbert found 270 feet at the Bass trail, 16 miles 
northwest of Grand Canyon station, and 300 feet at the mouth of 
the canyon, near Pierce Ferry, where it is a massive, cross-bedded, 
yellowish sandstone. In the lower canyon of Kanab Creek, north of 
the Grand Canyon, Gilbert found only 50 feet of "shaly and sandy 
limestone qv calcareous sandstone" at this horizon, so soft that its 
outcrop zone is a slope between cliffs of limestone above and red beds 
of the Supai formation below. The sandstone is conspicuous in the 
Aubrey Cliffs, north of Seligman, where 400 feet was measured by 
C. A. Fisher. It reappears in the escarpment east of Ash Fork, 
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where the exposure shows aboat 400 feet of sandstone, massive gray 
and cross-bedded above and slabbv grav to bufif below. It is here 
partly covered by lava. Gilbert reported 700 feet of massive cross- 
bedded yeDow sandstone in the escarpment 15 miks southwest of 
Bill Williams Mountain, according to rough aneroid detenninations, 
and a few miles farther east I found the thickness to be about 500 
feet. At the cliff dwellings in Walnut Canyon, 12 miles southeast 
of Flagstaff, the sandstone is cut into to a depth of 200 feet, as shown 
in Plate VI, B. There is a sharp contact with the overlying lime- 
stone at this place, a feature well exposed abo at the dam some dis- 
tance farther down the canyon. The boring at Winona, farther 
north, entered the sandstone at a depth of 185 feet (285 feet accord- 
ing to another record), and passed into red beds at 641 feet, indicat- 
ing a thickness of 456 feet. According to Robinson, the sandstone 
appears in Marble Hill, Slate Hill, and Elden Mesa, north of Flagstaff. 
It is 570 feet thick at Marble Hill. He found 610 feet in Oak Creek 
Canyon. The sandstone is extensively exposed in the crater of Coon 
Butte, but the thickness could not be determined, owing to the mask 
of talus. Probably it is not over 500 feet. (See fig. 8, p. 73.) 

On Canyon Creek, on the south face of the MogoUon Mesa, Gilbert 
found the sandstone to be 525 feet thick, massive and cross-bedded, 
lying on a 65-foot member of limestone carrying Spirifer cameratus. 
On Carrizo Creek he noted 150 feet of the ** massive cross-stratified 
yellow sandstone," with gravel lying on its eroded surface. Near 
Camp Apache, where the top is eroded and gravel capped, there is 
100 feet of yellow calcareous sandstone, lying on red sandstone which 
is probably Supai. There is some su^estion that the Coconino sand- 
stone is represented in the Zuni uplift. 

AOB. 

No fossils have been reported from the Coconino sandstone, but it 
is included between formations containing a Pennsylvanian fauna, 
and is therefore undoubtedly of Pennsylvanian age. 

KAZBAB LmSSTOVE. 



The upper limestone of the Carboniferous in northern Arizona has 
heretofore been known as the ** Aubrey" limestone, but as Aubrey 
has now been adopted by the United States Geological Survey for 
the group of which this limestone forms a part, a distinct name is 
required for it. Accordingly Kaibab has been selected, from the 
Kaibab Plateau, on the north side of the canyon, which is capped 
by the formation in typical development over a very large area. 
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A. CANYON DIABLO. ARIZONA, LOOKING NORTH FROM RAILROAD, 
in Kaibab limestone; 300 feet deep. 




B. COCONINO CROSS-BEDDED SANDSTONE OVERLAIN BY KAIBAB LIMESTONE AT WALNUT 
CREEK CLIFF DWELLINGS. SOUTHEAST OF FLAGSTAFF, ARIZ. 
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THICKNESS AND CHARACTER. 

According to Walcott ^ the limestone is 805 feet thick on the east 
side of the Kaibab Plateau; and according to Gilbert ^ it reaches its 
maximum of 820 feet on the lower part of Kanab Creek. At the 
latter place it contains much chert, which locally in the upper beds 
amounts to half of the rock. Walcott states that the thickness of 
the ''Upper Aubrey/' here including some ''calciferous sand rock" 
at the base, is 855 feet; the top limestone, 40 feet or less in thickness, 
included by Gilbert with the ''Upper Aubrey," but containing "Per- 
mo-Carboniferous" fossils, is separated by Walcott as Permian. At 
Grand Canyon station the thickness is very nearly 675 feet, according 
to aneroid readings checked against bench marks. Gilbert measured 
410 feet at the Bass trail, west of Bright Angel, and I found 700 feet 
on Cataract Creek, but at the three last-mentioned locaKties more or 
less of the top has been removed by erosion. This is also the case at 
the mouth of the Grand Canyon, where the thickness is about 200 
feet; in Aubrey Cliffs, where it is from 100 to 400 feet; and in the 
escarpment east of Ash Fork, where it is 150 feet,. the limestone being 
well exposed in railroad cuts under lava. 

In Walnut Canyon 250 feet of the lower beds are exposed, lying 
on Coconino sandstone, and about the same amount is exhibited in 
Canyon Diablo. (See Pis. VI, VII.) In Coon Butte the thickness 
is only 200 to 300 feet. In the cliffs on the east side of the Verde 
Valley the amount remaining varies from place to place, owing to 
erosion and to the lava cover, which in places extends down to the 
underlying sandstone. Gilbert,*' in a section 16 miles southwest of 
Bill Williams Mountain, measured under basalt 335 feet of gray, 
cherty, heavily bedded limestone, with a 15-foot member of gray 
shale 60 feet above the base. In all exposures showing the middle 
of the formation it is seen to include at that horizon more or less 
shale which usually weathers to a reddish color. On Cataract Creek 
I found the plateau capped by 300 feet of hard cherty limestone, 
underlain by 200 feet of softer limestones with some calcareous shales 
weathering reddish, and at the base 200 feet of massive hard gray 
limestone. Gilbert noted gypsum in the medial shale member on 
Kanab Creek. The red shale is conspicuous in the Aubrey Cliffs and 
along the southern escarpment of the plateau. The following is a 
section by Newberry: 

Section of the Kaibab limestone at Cataract Creek. 

Feet. 
Limestone, variegated crimson and lemon-yellow, with nodules of 

chert and iron, to top of hills 50 

Sandstone, coarse, drab, sometimes pinkish, in places containing 
many quartz pebbles and imperfect vegetable impressions 20 

a Bull. Gool. Soc. America, vol. 1, 1890, p. 50. 

6 Kept. U. S. Geog. Surveys W. lOOth Mer., vol. 3, Geology, 1875, p. 177. 

e Idem, p. 163. 
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Feet. 

Massive cream-colored limestones with geodes containing calcite 16 

Chert •. 3 

Cherty limestone 25 

Blue limestone with Prottuctus semireticulatttSy etc., very abundant. 4 
Cherty limestone, light blue, containing Producttu semireticulatitSf 
P, occidentalism Spirigera suhtilita, Orthisina umbraailumy Rhyndio- 

nella ttta, etc 175 

Shales, green, red, and white, and snowy gypsum w 180 

Hard blue limestone containing crinoidal columns, spines of Ardix- 

oddarUy Productus, Spirigera, etc 100 

Soft lemon-yellow limestone with few Prodwctvs ivesi, etc 90 

Drab cross-bedded sandstones (Coconino). 

According to Freeh's section" at Congress Canyon the Kaibab 
limestone is 500 feet thick, but the surface here has been somewhat 
eroded. The lower member is a pure limestone lying on the Coconino 
sandstone without transition. The upper part is cherty limestone, 
which yielded AUorisma and some poorly preserved gast^ropods 
(Euomphalus and Pleurotomaria). In Walnut Canyon, south of Flag- 
staff, Freeh obtained Productus ivesi, very common ; P. aff . scabricvlus, 
rare; and SpirifeT (Martinia) lineata^ rare. 

FOSSILS AND AGE. 

The Kaibab limestone contains an abundant fauna of Pennsyl- 
vanian age, including forms which indicate a considerably higher 
horizon than the upper member of the Redwall. Some of the char- 
acteristic species which have been identified by G. H. Girty and 
others are as follows : 



Michelinia sp. 
Archseocidaris longispinus. 
Archseocidaris omatus. 
Archseocidaris gracilis. 
Conularia sp. 
Meekella pyramidalis. 
Meekella occidentalis. 
Chonetes aff. C. geinitzianns. 
Chonetes aff. C. variolatus. 
Productus ivesi. 
Productus occidentalis. 
Productus costatoides? 
Productus subhorridus? 
Productus n. sp. 

Squamularia aff. S. guadalupensis. 
Spiriferina aff. S. campestris. 
Seminula sp. 
Pugnax aff. P. utah. 
Dielasma? sp. 



Aviculipecten coloradoensis. 
Lima sp. 

Pseudomonotis sp. 
Myalina aff. M. permiana. 
Bakewellia? sp. 
Pinna? aff. P.? peracuta. 
AUerisma capax. 
Pleurophorus sp. 
Schizodus aff. S. wheeleri. 
Leda obesa. 
Nucula perumbonata. 
Pleurophorella gilberti. 
Dentalium canna. 
Phanerotrema grayvillensis? 
Murchisonia terebra. 
Patellostium aff. P. marcouiana. 
Euphemus subpapillosus. 
Bellerophon aff. B. crassus. 



aCompt. Rend. &> Cong. gtol. intemat., pp. 47S-479. 
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A. CREVICE IN KAIBAB LIMESTONE NEAR MOUTH OF CANYON DIABLO. ARIZONA. 
Photograph by G. K. Gilbert. 




B. SINK IN KAIBAB LIMESTONE NEAR FLAGSTAFF, ARIZ. 
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UirDIFFBBZKTIATED CA&BONIFE&OITS R0CB5. 

ZUNI UPLIFT. 

The pre-Permian Carboniferous rocks which outcrop extensively in 
the Zuni uplift have not been studied in detail and very few data con- 
cerning them are available. There is a basal member of sandstone 
and an overlying series of limestones and sandstones, 1,000 feet in all 
in a part of the area but locally considerably less. At the top is a 
thin deposit of sandstone of doubtful age. The rocks are believed to 
be Pennsylvanian and probably represent the Kaibab limestone and 
perhaps more or less of the underlying Coconino sandstone and Supai 
formation, but no correlation is feasible at present. They were first 
described by E. E. Howell,** who gave the following general section: 

Section of Carboniferous rocks in Zuni uplift. 

Feet. 

Gray sandstone and limestone 150 

Pale-red sandstone 150-200 

Blue to gray limestone 100-150 

Red sandstone 50-100 

Pink to gray limestone 75-100 

Pink and red sandstone on granite and schist 500-600 

The limestones contain Productus costaius in large numbers, 
P. semireticvlariSy Athyris suhtilita (?), and BeUerophon crassus, all 
Pennsylvanian. The basal sandstone shows considerable metamor- 
phism at its contact with granite in the center of the uplift. It grades 
from red siliceous sandstone through bedded quartzite of reddish color 
into a crystalline quartzose rock containing mica and feldspar and 
closely resembling granite. C. E. Dutton^ described this rock and 
some of its contact features. He found it in large amount in scattered 
blocks on slopes near Mount Sedgwick, where it varies from a reddish 
quartzite to a rock nearly identical, mineralogically, with quartz 
porphyry. The strata are distorted and shattered by the granite, and 
in places crossed by it for 200 feet or more. Notable exposures of 
these features appear on the slopes 12 mUes south of Fort Wingate. 
Dutton refers to a section west of Grant, in which the Carboniferous 
strata occur in walls 800 feet high, consisting largely of limestone, 
with a heavy cap of extra hard quartzite forming extensive dip slopes. 
These slopes culminate in an escarpment that extends for many miles. 
West of Bluewater it is traversed by Bluewater Canyon, which 
exhibits part of the upper members. In the east end of this canyon 
the top limestone is 60 feet thick and is highly f ossUiferous. It Kes on 
white to gray cross-bedded sandstone resembling the Coconino. A 
fault that brings up the base of this sandstone shows a thickness of 80 
to 100 feet of it lying on red sandstone, of which 100 feet is exposed to 

oRept. U. S. Geog. Surveys W. 100th Mer., vol. 3, Geology, 1875, p. 287. 

& Mount Taylor and the Zuni Plateau: Sixth Ann. Rept. U. S. Geol. Survey, 1885, pp. 156-158. 
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th« bed of the creek. South of Guam there is a long dip slope of the 
thkk lower brown sandstone series OTeriain bj limestones, wfaich are 
capped bv 60 feet or more of brown sandstone, merging upward into 
graj sandstone that may be Permian. 

OIO CAUKXTK. 

According to IL K. Shaler the fault which passes near Ojo C&Iiente 
brin^ to view a smaU area of Carboniferous shale and limestone about 
a mile southeast of the spring. The rock contains fragmentary fossils 
recognized as probably Product^is.^ 

XAcaaEXTo mountaixs. 

Acrrording to A. B. Reagan* the Carboniferous rocks in the Xaci- 
miento uplift are limestone, with some shale, 700 feet thick. They 
appear to be oreriapped by red beds at the south end and along the 
wcHt sii^le of the mountains. The following fossils were reported: 
Hjnrlfer striatus, SeminuJa argentia, Productus mesialiSj P. punctdtuSj 
F. nebraseen»i», and Ifyalina subquadrata. 

TEMMIAM SEBnea (*'MOSSCOFIS FOUtATUnr). 



There appears to be general concurrence of opinion that the shales 
anrl sanrlstones overlying the Pennsylvanian limestones represent a 
part of Permian time. They are so sharply defined at the base as to 
suggest the presence of an unconformity, but in parts of the region at 
least their upp<»r limit is not yet established. Apparently, however, 
they t^^rminate at the base of a conglomerate which has been termed 
''Shinarump/' but the continuity of this conglomerate at one definite 
horizon has not been demonstrated. A formation thus delimited has 
hiu*.n termed ^'Moencopie*' by L. F. Ward,^ its type locality being on 
Moencopie Wash, near Little Colorado River. The formation crosses 
Colorado River just above Lees Ferry and occupies a wide area in 
northern Arizona. Walcott^ studied the section in Kanab Valley 
in 1 889, and found paleontologic evidence which indicated that 850 
feet of strata should be classed in the Permian. The lower member, 
lying on the Kaibab limestone, is chocolate and cream colored lime- 
stone containing fossils, as noted by Gilbert.^ Next above is 37 feet of 
reddish-brown sandstone grading upward into reddish-brown gypsif- 
erous marl and sandy clay. These rocks constitute the lower division, 
146 feet thick in all, terminated by a slight unconformity, above 

a Bull. U. H. Oeol. Survey No. 316, 1907, p. 383, and PI. XXIII. 
b Am. OooloKlst, vol. 31, 1902, p. 74. 
c Am. Jour. 8cl., 4th wsr., vol. 12, 1901, p. 403. 

clldem, 3d jwr., vol. 20, laso, pp. 221-225. Given in greater detail from Walcott's original note- 
books by Crosfl, W., Jour. Geology, vol. 10, 1900, pp. 105-106. 
i Kept. U. H. Goog. Surveys W. 100th Mer., vol. 3, Geology, 1875, p. 177. 
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which hes 25 feet of impure shaly Umestone of varying. thickness and 
character, containing an extensive Permian fauna. This is the basal 
member of an upper division and is overlain by 300 feet or more of 
reddish-brown shale merging upward into drab or lavender-colored 
sandy and gypsiferous marls and shales, which in turn give place to 
ripple-marked, banded, reddish-brown and chocolate-colored arenace- 
ous shales and sandstones. The latter are overlain unconformably by 
the "Shinarump^^ conglomerate. The total thickness of the upper 
division is 710 feet. 

Newberry crossed the valley of the Little Colorado about 40 miles 
below Winslow and noted the principal features of the Permian rocks. 
He stated « that they begin at a point about 3 miles west of the river, 
where the Carboniferous limestone passes conformably beneath them, 
dipping at the rate of at least 100 feet to the mile. The lowest beds, 
which are deep blood-red in color, are so soft that they are eroded into 
fantastic forms. Next above are soft red argillaceous shales, with 
layers of red and green, foliated, ripple-marked, fine-grained micaceous 
sandstone. On the east side of the river these rocks are capped by 
red shales, above which are conglomerates. Newberry termed these 
rocks, including 100 feet of overlying red shales and sandstones, the 
^'Saliferous series," or ^'red sandstone series," with a total thickness 
of about 500 feet. 

The '^Moencopie formation," as described by Ward, consists of 500 
to 700 feet of reddish-brown saliferous and gypsiferous laminated 
shales with interbedded sandstones. It terminates, however, at the 
base of the '^Shinarump" conglomerate and appears to be a definite 
stratigraphic unit throughout a wide area. Ward ^ gives the follow- 
ing general section: 

Section of ** Moencopie formation ^^ in Little Colorado Valley ^ Arizona. 

Dark chocolate-brown shales devoid of grit and highly charged with Feet . 

salt and gypsum 200 

Dark-brown soft argillaceous sandstone 100 

Dark-brown shale, highly saliferous and with gypsum layers; 

becomes calcareous below 200 

Shale, mostly white 100 

Brown shale, similar to those above; saliferous 100 

Carboniferous limestone. 

The sandstones occur at various horizons and locally attain a thick- 
ness of 100 feet, with more or less intercalated shale. They are 
mostly soft, and weather in irregular rounded ledges. The gypsum 
occurs largely in thin veins, crossing the strata at various angles. 
Toward the base of the formation the shale is calcareous and nearly 

a Report upon the Colorado River of the West, explored in 1857-58 by Lieut. J. C. Ives, pt. 3, Geologica 
report, 1861, p. 75. 
b Am. Jour. Set., 4th ser., vol. 12, 1901, p. 403; Mon. U. S. Geol. Survey, vol. 48, pt. 1, 1905, pp. 44-45. 
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sample of the rock from the quarry was analyzed by T. M. Chatard 
in the laboratory of the United States Geological Survey with the 
following result: 

Analysis of brown sandstone from quarry near Flagstaff, Ariz. (No. 1144). 

Silica and insoluble 79. 19 

Alumina (ALjO,) 1. 30 

Iron oxide (Fe20») 2.46 

Magnesia (MgO) 23 

Lime(CaO) 7.76 

Carbonic acid (CO2) 5.77 

Water at 100° C 32 

Water above 100° C 2.94 

99.96 

The thickness of the formation exposed at the quarry is about 150 
feet, consisting of sandstones above and red shale below. The shale, 
about 25 feet thick, extends to Flagstaff. The high buttes in Sunset 
Pass southwest of Winslow show about 700 feet of ' 'Moencopie " beds 
lying on limestone and capped by lava. The upper strata include 
drab, gray, and red mottled clays and much light-colored sandstone. 
Below these are 30 feet of brown sandstone, moderately fine and soft, 
200 feet of red shale with thin gypsum beds, and at the base 4 feet of 
cream-colored sandstones lying on light-buff Kaibab limestone. At 
old Rock station, on the Santa Fe trail, a short distance to the north, 
the basal beds are exposed. At this place there are 40 feet of red 
sandstone and shale, 10 feet of pale pinkish-buff massive sandstone, 
and 10 inches of red and buff shale lying on buff limestone (Kaibab) 
with pink spots, of which 6 feet is exposed. Robinson reports an 
outlying area of ^^Moencopie formation" at the Cedar ranch, north- 
east of Kendrick Peak. It is capped by lava and ^^Shinarump" beds 
365 feet thick and consists of 280 feet of shale, mostly red. 

Red Butte, 14 miles south-southeast of Grand Canyon station, is 
another remnant of the ^'Moencopie formation." According to L. F. 
Ward its thickness here is 600 feet to a capping of 210 feet of ^'Leroux 
formation," protected by 125 feet of basalt. I am informed by Mr. 
F. E. Matthes that Cedar Mountain, 10 miles south-southeast of the 
mouth of the Little Colorado, is made up of ^'Moencopie formation," 
capped by a hard mass of conglomerate. Newberry mentioned an 
outlier of red sandstone on the limestone plateau between Diamond 
and Cataract creeks, which is probably a thin remnant of ^'Moen- 
copie." 

The ^^Moencopie formation" is brought to the surface in the Fort 
Defiance uplift in Bonita Valley, but no study was made of the expo- 
sures. According to Newberry the red and green foliated sandstones 
and shales of his ^'Saliferous series" appear in Pueblo Colorado Wash,' 
east of Oraibi, and continue to Fort Defiance Valley, 400 to 500 feet 
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V«/ / tintn ),)„/<. J/; ^,UrM^ eojMjcially in the color of the shale and the 



Digitized by 



Google 



CARBONIFEROUS SYSTEM. . 37 

thickness and character of the included sandstones. Numerous lime- 
stone concretions and fragments of petrified wood are included. In * 
many exposures the basal shale is dark red, maroon, or purple in 
color. An exposure south of Guam shows at the base 30 to 40 feet 
of gray sandstone, followed by 50 to 70 feet of red shale, 30 feet of 
the peculiar conglomerate with many limestone pebbles, and 120 feet 
of maroon to green massive shale with three gray sandstone mem- 
bers in its upper half. The top sandstone, 30 to 40 feet thick, 
occupies the hogback ridge which extends for many miles a short 
distance south of the railroad. It is locally conglomeratic and is 
supposed to represent the ^'Shinarump" conglomerate, so that it 
should be regarded as the base of the next formation above the 
"Moencopie." It is overlain by sandy shales with scattered thin 
beds of impure limestone at the base of the Triassic underlying the 
wide valley that extends to the foot of the red cliffs on the north. 

OJO CALIENTE. 

In the uplift near Ojo Caliente the Pennsylvanian shale is o.verlain 
by red sandstones and purple shales several hundred feet thick, 
capped by a conglomerate similar to the ^'Shinarump" conglomerate 
of other regions. 

SAN JOSE REGION. 

The lowest beds which I observed in this general region were in 
the axis of an anticline 8 miles west of Rio Puerco station. A weak 
warm spring issues at this locaUty. The rocks comprise about 20 
feet of greenish-gray sandy shales with thin sandstone layers and an 
inch of coal at the top. The fossils obtained here were identified by 
G. H. Girty, as follows: 

Myalina permiana. l Bakewellia? sp. 

M. perattenuata. Bulimorpha near B. nitidula. 

Aviciilipecten cf. A. whitei. | Spirorbis sp. 

These are related to the Permian of the Mississippi Valley. The 
fossiliferous beds are overlain by 300 to 400 feet of red sandstone 
and shale lying nearly level and capped by lava to the west. On the 
east is a succession of soft buff cross-bedded sandstones and shales, 
in part red or brown, with some limestones, 1,000 feet or more thick, 
dipping 50° to 60*=^ E. 

JEMEZ REGION. 

According to Herrick and Reagan, Permian beds appear exten- 
sively in the sides of the Nacimiento uplift west of Jemez, overlying 
limestone of Carboniferous age. 
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HECONNAISSANCE IN NEW MEXICO AND ARIZONA. 



TRIASSIC SYSTEM. 



LITTLE COLORADO VALLEY. 

ward's classification. 



The most extensive study of the Triassic rocks in northern Arizona 
was an examination made by L. F. Ward in 1899 and 1901 of the 
region adjoining the Little Colorado. An important collection of 
fossil bones obtained near Tanners Crossing indicated the Triassic age 
of at least part of the deposits. The rocks lying between the Permian 
('*Moencopie formation") and the Cretaceous sandstone, 2,800 feet 
in thickness, were divided into two formations, as shown in the fol- 
lowing table:® 

Section of Triassic rocks in Little Colorado Valley. 
[By L.F.Ward.] 



Formation. 


Rocks. 


Thick- 
ness. 




f White sandstones 


Feet. 
100 




Brown sandstones 


200 


Painted Desert (1,200 feet). . . 


Variegated sandstones, regularly stratified and briUiantly colored, 
presenting a banded appearance and forming the '^* Painted 


800 




Red-orange sandstones 


100 










Leroux member: 

Calcareous marls, sometimes worn into small white, blue, or 
purple buttes 


200 




Mortsu* beds with impure flintstones 


80 




Limestone, stratified 


20 




Sandstone with black petrified logs, local 


100 


Shinaramp (1 ,600 feet) 


Variegated marls, chiefly argillaceous but somewhat oejcare- 
ous, often in small scattered buttes; white, pink, or red, 
banded. Bones of belodonts and dinosaurs 


KOO 




Lithodendron member: 

Conglomerates and cross-bedded coarse sandstones, often 
With pink and white striped clay lenses, interstratified 
with gray argillaceous shales and variegated marls, the 
latter locally much thickened. Forms brilliant banded 
cliffs 


800 









Newberry* classed these Triassic rocks partly in the top of his 
*^red sandstone series" and partly in the *' variegated marls,'' the 
latter estimated at 1,500 feet in thickness, comprising the *' Painted 
Desert formation,'' the ''Leroux formation," and most of the "Litho- 
dendron formation." 

"lithodendron formation." 

The "Lithodendron formation" was named from Carrizo (Lithoden- 
dron) Creek, which empties into the Puerco at Carrizo, 5 miles west 
of Adamana. According to Ward, its thickness ranges from 300 feet 
near Moencopie Wash to 700 or 800 feet in the belt extending from 
a point north of Winslow to the Petrified Forest. Sandstone and 
conglomerate are the most conspicuous rocks, but they are believed 

o Am. Jour. Sci., 4th ser., vol. 12, 1901, p. 413; Mon. U. S. Geol. Survey, vol. 48, pt. 1, 1905, p. 45. 
6 Report upon the Colorado River of the West, explored in 1857-68 by Lieut. J. C. Ives, pt. 3, Geologica] 
report, 1861, pp. 74-80. 
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to occur at various horizons separated by light-colored shales and 
"marls/' The formation begins with a deposit of conglomerate, 
but it was not ascertained whether or not this is continuous at the same 
horizon throughout. The conglomerates grade into cross-bedded 
sandstone and both are of light color, contrasting strongly with the 
red rocks of the underlying ''Moencopie/' No unconformity was 
noted in the succession of beds, and although sandstones predominate 
below, they are often found in the medial beds, and sandstone locally 
grading into conglomerate occurs in places at the top of the formation. 
The shales vary in character and are intercalated between the deposits 
of sandstone and conglomerate, even where the formation is only 300 
feet thick, as in the lower valley of the Little Colorado. At the 
Petrified Forests ''marls'' constitute about half of the beds. They 
are largely of white and bluish-gray color, but show many darker 
tints, such as pirik, purple, and buff. They are interstratified be- 
tween conglomerates and cross-bedded sandstones, with numerous 
changes of succession within short distances. Ward states that in 
the lower part of the Little Colorado Valley calcareous clay lenses are 
included in the formation, the material taking the form of white 
stripes from 10 to even 20 feet in length but in places occurring in 
short pieces and small balls. They were not noted to the southeast, 
but are numerous in Red Butte, where the inclosing clay is of a 
bright-red color. Ward states that 210 feet of the " Lithodendron 
formation" remains on this butte, protected by basalt. It consists 
of 60 feet of conglomerate and cross-bedded sandstone, 100 feet of 
shale, and 50 feet of sandstone lying on 600 feet of the "Moencopie 
formation." The shale resembles the ''Moencopie formation," but 
the underlying sandstone, which is cross-bedded and very coarse, 
includes clay pellets believed to be characteristic of the ''Lithoden- 
dron formation." This apparent transition has suggested to Ward 
that these two formations are parts of one great series. 

Newberry described some features of the ''Moencopie formation," 
which, as stated above, he included partly in his ''red sandstone 
series" and partly in the "variegated marls." He noted the con- 
glomerate in the bluffs along the east side of the Little Colorado Valley 
below Winslow, where he found it to be 20 to 40 feet thick and to 
contain quartz pebbles varying in size from that of a pea to that of an 
egg. It lies on laminated sandstones or sandy shales, mostly red or 
pinkish. A representative section 10 miles above Winslow was given 
as follows: 

Section of part of Triassic-Pemiian rocks at the mouth of Cottonwood Washf near Hardy y 

Ariz. 
Variegated marls: Feet. 

Light-orange marl 15 

Green and purple magnesian limestone, calcite concretions 5 

Pinkish-purple marl 22 
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Variegated marls— Continued. Feet. 

Brown shelly sandstone J 

Purple marl with silicified wood 16 

Purplish-green cherty magnesian limestone in several layers, 

alternating with bands of marls 8 

Purple and cream-colored marls 30 

Greenish magnesian limestone in thin layers, with bands of marl . 12 

Yellow, red, and purple marl 40 

Green magnesian limestone, thin layers with bands of marl. ... 3 
Red, purple, pink, green, lilac, brown, and blue marls with sili- 
cified wood 350 

Red sandstone series: 

Green foliated sandstone 20 

Purple shales with some silicified wood 50 

Red sandstone and shale 46 

Conglomerate 26 

Dark-red laminated sandstone, with salt spring. -» — 

643 

An immense amount of petrified wood was noted, but not in place. 
E. E. Howell traced the conglomerate outcrop for several hundred 
miles from Utah into New Mexico, and states:** 

The conglomerate bed to which Powell has given the name Shinarump is a very 
singular formation, * * * having a maximum thickness at St. George of 100 feet. 
It seldom exceeds 40 or 50 feet to the east, but is coexistent so feir as I know with the 
Trias of the Colorado Plateau. Occasionally it is little more than a coarse sandstone, 
and sometimes thins out to 8 or 10 feet, but never have I passed that horizon without 
seeing it. One of its constant features, almost as constant as its existence, is the great 
amount of silicified wood which it contains. 

Gilbert ^ described the lower portion of the Triassic as consisting 

of— 

variegated saliferous and gypsiferous clays with a persistent bed of conglomerate in the 
middle of them. The lower shales are somewhat eroded by the current which spread 
it, as is shown by the inequality of the surfaice on which it rests. Its thickness is vari- 
able, and it is not universally present; but its persistence over large areas is never- 
theless such as to excite wonder. In the conglomerate and the superjacent clays are 
silicified tree trunks in great numbers. 

I found this conglomerate at the base of the ''lithodendronforma- 
tion," well exposed 5 miles northeast of Winslow, associated with two 
beds of sandstone and containing a large amount of petrified wood. 
It was traced along the north side of the Little Colorado Valley to 
Holbrook and thence up the Rio Puerco to a point considerably 
beyond Adamana. I did not notice that the conglomerate occurs 
at various horizons, as stated by Ward, but made no careful observa- 
tions in that connection. The conglomerate appears again in the 
anticline west of Houck, in the walls of Quirino Canyon. The ledge 
here is 20 feet high, of hard brownish-buff cross-bedded conglomer- 
ate and pebbly sandstone, with much petrified wood. Robinson 

oRept. U. S. Geog. Surveys W. 100th Mer., vol. 3, Geology, 1875, p. 283. b Idem, pp. 17&-176. 
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A. CLAYS CAPPED BY CONGLOMERATIC SANDSTONE IN PETRIFIED FOREST, ARIZONA. 
The logs occur in the sandstone. Photograph by W. T. Lee. 




JJ. BADLANDS IN "LEROUX" SANDY CLAYS 12 MILES NORTH OF HOLBROOK. ARIZ. 
Buttes of red sandstone and basalt in distance. 
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reports this conglomerate 35 feet thick lying in red shaie of the 
''Moencopie formation" at the Cedar ranch, northeast of Kendrick 
Peak. It contains pebbles up to 3 inches in diameter, and petrified 
wood. It is overlain by 170 feet of marl and shale, 25 feet of sand- 
stone, and 135 feet of shale and sandstone capped by lava. 

Petrified wood occurs in great abundance everywhere in the 
''Lithodendron formation'' notably at the upper and lower Petrified 
Forests, but there is a vast amount of it at many other places. The 
principal species is Araucarioxylon arizonicum, described by F. H. 
Knowlton** from two trunks collected in 1879 on Lithodendron 
Creek. The wood occurs in the conglomerate, but as the beds are 
eroded it accumulates on the surface at various levels. The trunks 
appear in many exposures, but are all drifted logs, so far as recorded. 

"leroux formation." 

The "Leroux formation,'' which constitutes the upper half of 
Ward's "Shinarump formation," was named from Leroux Wash, 
which enters the Little Colorado 2 miles west of Holbrook. It is on 
this wash, about 15 miles north of Holbrook, that the formation 
probably attains its maximum thickness of 800 to 900 feet, according 
to Ward; near Moencopie it is 600 feet thick and east of Tanners 
Crossing and north of Winslow it is 700 feet thick. The lower half 
consists of variegated ''marls" or massive shales, mostly white or 
bluish but in part pink or red and beautifully banded. The outcrop 
zone is characterized by bare buttes 3 to 30 feet high, in the form of 
haystacks, scattered over the plains. This feature occupies a belt 3 
miles wide on Leroux Wash, as shown in part in Plate VIII, B. In 
the Petrified Forests the variegated ''marls" appear half a mile east 
of the lower forest, but in the northern part of the region they lie 
somewhat farther east, the middle forest being in the midst of them. 
The same material occurs in the "Lithodendron formation" between 
the coarser deposits, and it was the belief of Ward that there is a 
regular gradation from one member to another, probably at some- 
what different horizons in different parts of the area. Accordingly 
a sandstone which might be regarded as the topmost bed of the 
"Lithodendron" at one locality finally thins out and disappears, 
bringing the underlying and overlying bodies of variegated "marl" 
into continuous succession. These "variegated marls" of Ward are 
succeeded by a variety of beds. Near Black Falls, in the lower valley 
of the Little Colorado, there is at least 100 feet of sandstone con- 
taining black petrified logs. Next above are "mortar beds" which 
contain flint and also a bed of stratified limestone. These calcareous 
materials, from 200 to 300 feet or more in thickness, constitute the 
upper portion of the member. In the Leroux Wash region the 

a Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus., vol. 5, 1882, pp. 1-3. 
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lower limit of this series is i:; >fliiicr-. f >r the deposits differ from the 
miderlying be<l> only in t!.p pr>^sen« e of carbonate of lime, ^irtiich 
filially develops into a bt^i ^rf Lin:e*ti»ne Irjcally 10 feet thick. Over 
the latter lie 200 feet of very heavy beds of calcareous massive shales 
weathering at the top of the member into badlands buttes, in whole 
or in part of deep blue or lively purple c» »Ior. The features are similar 
in the Petrified Forests region, but the development of the calcareous 
series is much less extensive. In the Fort Defiance uplift, beginning 
50 miles east of Oraibi. Xewberry found at this horizon 400 feet of 
buff, orange, purple, lilac, olive-^rreen. and blue marls, with deposits 
of gypsum closely similar to the beiis near the Little Colorado but 
with less dolomite. Fossil wood occurs in many places in the '* Leroux 
formation/' notably at the middle forest in the Petrified Forests, 
but also at various horizons to the top. (See PL VLll, A,) Most 
of the logs appear to have been drifted, but at one locality east of 
Tanners Crossing Ward found numerous stumps in place in an area 
of 30 to 40 acres. In 1S99 Ward discovered vertebrate remains in 
the "variegated marls" a short distance east of Tanners Crossing, 
and further collections were made in 1901. They were obtained at a 
horizon near the middle of the series, or 200 to 300 feet above the top 
of the conglomerates. The material was examined by F. A. Lucas,** 
who found that the principal species was the belodont Heterodonto- 
^uchus ganeiy two scutes from the belodont H. ( piscopasauruSj a new 
species of a very large labyrinthodont. Mdopasaurus frassiy and a 
new cotylosaurian named Placerias hesUrnus. These remains are 
regarded as typical of the Triassic. The genus Metoposaurus is 
characteristic of the Keuper of Europe, which has a similar mixed 
fauna of belodonts and labyrinthodonts. 

"painted desert formatiox." 

The "Painted Desert formation" of Ward consists of about 1,200 
feet of bright-colored, regularly stratified sandstone which consti- 
tutes the high cliflFs extending along the northeast side of the Little 
Colorado Valle\ . At the base is 100 feet of orange-red sandstone, 
which contains much clay and is &o soft that it is eroded into fantastic 
buttes and chinmeys. It presents these same features on Leroux 
Wash and east of the Petrified Forests. The overlying sandstones 
are banded with various bright colors and attain a thickness of about 
800 feet. Next above are more massive sandstones, mostly pure 
white and cross-bedded, but in the vicinity of Moencopie the lower 
200 feet of these is soft, brown, and somewhat argillaceous, while 
the upper portion is white sandstone 100 feet or more thick. On the 
latter the Cretaceous beds lie unconformably. Ward regarded this 
white sandstone as Triassic, but presented no evidence for his belief; 

a Science, new set., vol. 14, 1901, p. 376; Froc. U. S. Nat. Mu&, toI. 27, 1904, j, .. 193-195, P]s.m,lV. 
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WINGATE SANDSTONE IN CANYON DE CHELLY, ARIZONA. 
Photograph by J. K. Millers. 
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it appears to be the same bed that was traced by Howell from Utah 
as part of the Jurassic. 

In the steep slopes of a high basalt-capped mesa 35 miles south- 
southeast of Oraibi the following section of upper Triassic beds was 
measured by Newberry: 

Section of upper Triassic beds halfway between Oraibi and Holhrooh^ Ariz. 

Feet. 

Green, reddish-brown, and drab soft calcareous sandstone 60 

Green, purple, red, and yellow marls. and calcareous sandstones 150 

Magnesian limestone, pinkish, cherty 5 

Thick bedded light brown, pink, purple, and banded calcareous 

sandstone 50 

Orange, yellow, and red marls 140 

405 

The top of this section extends to or nearly to the base of the 
Cretaceous. 

FORT DEFIANCE UPLIFT. 

The Triassic rocks are extensively exposed in the Fort Defiance 
uplift in a broad belt extending for many miles along the eastern 
margin of northern Arizona and passing into New Mexico from 
Manuelito to Zuni and beyond. Along the Santa Fe Railway and 
southward this area is continuous with the exposures in the Little 
Colorado Valley. They are deeply trenched by Canyon de Chelly, 
as shown in Plate IX, and by Canyon del Muerto. Newberry ^ 
described the rocks along his route where they first rise in the valley 
of Pueblo Colorado Wash, 50 miles east of Oraibi. Here the upper 
beds are thicker and harder than in the region to the southwest, 
being soft thick-bedded sandstones varying in color from white to 
blood-red. Next below are about 400 feet of bufl", orange, purple, 
lilac, green, and blue marls, with gypsum deposits (^'Leroux forma- 
tion'')? closely similar to the deposits near the Little Colorado but con- 
taining less dolomite, although some of this rock still characterizes 
the lower portion of this member. The wash also cuts into 100 feet 
or more of underlying red and green foliated sandstones and shales, 
the upper part of the ^'red sandstone series,'' containing a conglom- 
erate member like that near the Little Colorado. These lower beds 
are at the surface along the crest of the anticline for 20 miles to Fort 
Defiance, where they pass below overlying beds on the steep easterly 
dip. The succeeding beds are soft sandstones 400 to 500 feet thick, 
mostly massive, white or greenish white toward the top and a uniform 
rose-red in the lower two-thirds. Next above is 100 feet of yellow 
sandstone, succeeded by shale and sandstone carrying Cretaceous 
fossils. These Triassic rocks are extensively exhibited near the rail- 
road about Manuelito, capped unconformably by the brown Creta- 

a Rei)ort ui)on the Colorado River of the West, explored in 1857-58 by Lieut. J. C. Ives, pt. 3, Geological 
report, 1861, p. 89. 
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4:i^fn^ i^iuhiUme. The upper nftemb^ b soft, crosB^iediled sand- 
44//rje. irhite or greenkh white at the top and banded fink and gray 
\ftrUfWf about 5^Xj feet thick. It Ues on about the same amount of 
dark re^l, very masHive sandstone, closely resembling the Tlmgate 
«ftarid«it/ine on the north side of the Zuni uplift. 

ZUWt IFFLIFT. 
DLTTON'h CLAK8IFICATIOX. 

The nn\f\Hmti\ Tria.ssic rocks in the Zuni uplift have been described 
\ry Newberry, Marc^>u, and Dutton. Dutton ' has subdivided them 
iuUp tlie Zuni sandstone at the top, 1,100 feet thick, possibhr of 
^iMfnmw. n^it; the Wingate sandstone, 450 feet thick, presumably 
equivalent U> the Vermilion Cliff sandstone of southern Utah; the 
**I>iWer Trias," 1,600 feet thick, with the supposed equivalent of 
Powell's ^'Shinarump'' conglomerate provisionally at the base. 
Tlie (U)n^lomefBie lies on 450 feet of sandy shales, believed to be of 
Permian age, as described on a previous page. The ''Shinarump" 
hi referred to as a '^ well-marked coarse sandstone" and as a "very 
c^iarse r;^/nglomeratic sandstone." Xext above are "about 650 feet 
of dark, strongly-colored sandy shales, abounding in selenite and 
HilutHied wrKKl. These shales resemble so exactly the Permian below 
tliat it is quite impossible to distinguish them lithologically. In 
cxAor, t€5Xture, bc^dding, and variegation they are absolutely the 
same." Aijcordingly, the presence of the conglomerate is the only 
basis for sulxlivision. These dark shales yielded plants classed as 
Triassic by Xewlx;rry and a few saurian bones classed in the same 
system by Cope. Above them is a "series of lighter-colored pale dull- 
red shal(?s," not well exposed for measurement, but about 800 to 900 
ffjet thick. Two thin beds of hard limestone 3 and 4 feet thick are 
included. 

The Wingate sandstone of Dutton in the Zuni uplift region is a 
massive bright-red sandstone 450 feet thick, which outcrops in high 
cliffs in part of the area. These brilliant red walls extend parallel 
to the railroad and about 2 miles north of it, from a point near 
Navajo Church eastward nearly to Bluewater. They also extend 
from Fort Defiance past Manuelito to the region about Zuni. In 
many places there are no bedding planes, and the entire formation 
appears to be one massive bed, but locally there is banding, this fea- 
ture being especially prominent 9 miles east of Zuni, where the bed- 
ding is thin and there are shale and gypsum partings, in great con- 
trast to the very massive structure near Guam. (See PL X, B.) 
Dutton regarded the Wingate sandstone as equivalent to the Ver- 
milion Cliff sandstone of southern Utah. (See PI. X, A.) 

a Sixth Ann. Kept. U. S. Geol. Survey, 1885, pp. 135 et seq. 
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A. RED WALLS OF WINGATE SANDSTONE CAPPED BY ZUNI SANDSTONE AT PYRAMID PEAK 
AND NAVAJO CHURCH, NEW MEXICO. 

Looking north across the Santa Fe Railway. 




B. WINGATE SANDSTONE NORTH OF GUAM, N. MEX. 
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The Zuni sandstone in the Zuni uplift was described by Button as 
consisting of '' sandstones and sandy shales, with occasional masses 
of gypsum/' The thickness varies, ranging from 800 to 1,300 feet. 
The formation also varies in color and bedding, and in many places it 
is wonderfully banded and variegated. In some places it is very 
massive, like the Wingate sandstone, but this is exceptional. But- 
ton says:** 

Between Wingate and Zuni, around the southwestern flanks of the Zuni Plateau, it 
is texturally solid and homogeneous and yet is divided up into alternating bands of 
bright red and white. * * * Around Zuni the whole mass is of a nearly uniform 
creamy- white color, suggestive of the White Cliff sandstone of southern Utah. In 
Pyramid Valley south of Manuelito it is of a uniform leaden color. * * * North 
of Fort Wingate it is broken up into a series of variegated beds of all conceivable colors. 
Yet the materials of these strata are the same throughout, fine sand with a calcareous 
and gypseous cement, with an occasional band or even a thick member of gypsimi. 
The gypsum is most abundant near the top of the series, where it occurs sometimes in 
very heavy masses. Silicified wood is also abundant. 

The top member is a highly colored, variegated, shaly sandstone, 
below which are more massive sandstones, white or yellow in color. 

LOCAL FEATURES. 

I examined the Triassic rocks along the north side of the Zuni 
uplift from a point east of Gallup to Bluewater and made a number 
of local sections. Exposures of the middle and lower beds are rare, 
for their outcrop zone underlies the valley followed by the railroad 
across the Continental Divide, where there are extensive coverings 
of surficial deposits. On the south side of this valley is a long line of 
low hogback ridges, due to the sandstone which Dutton regarded as 
the ^'Shinarump.'' Two miles or more to the north is the high red 
wall of Wingate sandstone, surmounted by slopes and cliffs of Zuni 
sandstone capped by the Cretaceous Dakota sandstone. ^ The Dakota 
constitutes the long dip slope descending into the valley of the over- 
lying shales farther north. 

The following section gives the principal beds outcropping near 
Guam and for some distance east and west: 

Section of Triassic rocks at north end of Zuni uplift y near Guarriy N. Mex. 

Hard buff sandstone (Dakota), imconformable on — 
Zuni: Feet. 
Red to greenish-gray sandy clays and soft light-colored sand- 
stone 100 

Soft, very massive, coarse sandstone, in part gray, but in places 

containing many red grains 220 

Alternating red and gray sandy shale and soft shaly sandstones, 

banded 100 

White, soft, cross-bedded sandstone (of Navajo Church) 200 

Very soft brown to red sandstone, banded 140 

Limestone, massive at top, thin and sandy below 10 

a Op. cit., p. 137. 
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The ^Vin^^te san-i^tone is unifonn in character in the r^on east 
and -southea.'ijt of Gall'j.p. where its thickness is close to 400 feet, pos- 
sibly with alight decrease near Guam and farther east. At the base 
of the Wincrate there is a thin but very persistent stratum of calca- 
reous sand.^tone and shale of purplish tint, containing bone frag- 
ment^i. This stratum was not followed east of Guam, but it was 
traced westward to a point near Navajo Church and thence OTer the 
end of the anticline and southward for S miles. Its thickness, 
which is 12 feet near Guam, decreases to 2 feet in a section measured 
S milf!S southeast of Gallup. It is 4 feet thick just south of the 
railroad 7 miles east of Gallup, where it is underlain by 80 feet of 
re<I to purplish-red sandy clays and overlain by the massive Wingate 
sandstone. Unfortunately the bone fragments which I obtained 
were too much broken to be determinable. 

The deposits below the Wingate sandstone have a thickness of 
about 1,W0 feet. They are sandy clays or massive shales, largely 
of reddish and maroon tints, with thin deposits of sandstone. One 
bed of sandstone, having a dark-purplish color, about 200 feet below 
the horizon of the bone bed, was traced from a point near Guam to 
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ZUNI CROSS-BEDDED SANDSTONE AT NAVAJO CHURCH, EAST OF GALLUP. N. MEX. 
Photograph by J. K. Hi Hers. 
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a point 8 miles southeast of Gallup. These beds were regarded as 
Lower Triassic by Dutton, and doubtless represent the ^ Leroux 
member'' of Ward, although they are much redder in this; region 
than in the Little Colorado Valley. Next below is the series ol locally 
conglomeratic sandstones, called Shinarump by Dutton, which 
constitute the low hogback extending along the south side of the 
valley from Bluewater westward. 

G. K. Gilbert ** describes the Triassic rocks on the northwes' side 
of the Zuni uplift. Near the railroad east of Gallup he foimd, next 
below the Cretaceous, 1,000 feet of massive cross-bedded sandstones. 
At the top is 400 feet of soft sandstone variegated with green, 
sienna, and ocher-yellow, lying on 500 feet of pale-red to white sand- 
stone; these two represent the Zuni sandstone. Next below is 
100 feet of brick-red sandstone at the top of the Wingate. In a sec- 
tion north of Bear Spring, near Fort Wingate, between Guam and 
Gallup, Gilbert measured the following beds : 

Section of Triassic- Permian rocks near Fort Wingate^ N. Mex. 

Feet. 
9. Purple to white conglomerate (overlain "by Cretaceous coal 

measures) 80 

10. Pink and variegated arenaceous shales 30 

11. Massive cross-bedded sandstone (712 feet): 

(a) Pale purple; white at top 90 

(6) Pale pink; friable 80 

(c) Cream-colored; incoherent 120 

\d) Red and white; banded 200 

(e) Crystalline limestone 2 

(/) Red and compact, with white band near base 220 

12. Red and variegated shales 100 

13. Purplish limestone 6 

14. Variegated gypsiferous clays with beds of sandstone (975 feet) : 

(a) Variegated clays 450 

(6) Pale-purple cross-bedded sandstone 15 

(c) Variegated clays 150 

(d) Coarse white sandstone 25 

(e) Purple and white clays 125 

if) Red and purple clays 50 

(g) Coarse brown conglomerate 10 

Qi) Red, purple, and white clays 90 

{%) Gray sectile sandstone 10 

(J) Red, purple, and white clays 50 

15. Calcareous chert on Carboniferous limestone 25 

Beds 9 to 13 are probably Zuni sandstone, and 14a is an argilla- 
ceous phase of the Wingate sandstone. If 14gr is the so-called Shin- 
arump conglomerate, the underlying '^Moencopie formation'' is 
only about 150 feet thick. 

o R«pt. U. S, Geog. Surveys W, lOOth Mer., vol. 3, Geology, 1875, pp. 661^553., 
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Gilbert's aectum near Nutria PneUo, 20 miles northeast of Ziini, 
is &s follows: 

Seeticn cf Tnamt rocb near .Vmrio, .V. Ma. 

I>6. CreUceoos flUHlstc«eB mod shjde^ with cool. f«4. 

7. Mamive crosB-bedded aandstriDe, red and white and weather- 

iiiir brown 535 

8. OiD^lomerate 10 

9. Red arenaceouis shale 240 

10- Purple brecciated limesOrjne 2 

11. Varie^ted clays with sandstone bed.** ( l,5Ko feet »: 

{a) Purple and variegated clay? 800 

\P) Pale-red sectile dand^tone 5 

(c; Red clay 70 

id) Pale-red sectile sands'ton** • 10 

(<; Variegated clays 700 

zmn xzoiov. 

The Triassic rocks outcrop in a wide area about the pueblo of Zuni, 
where the flat, widened prolongation of the Fort JJefiance anticline 
is deeply eroded by the drainage system of Zuni River. On the 
east side of this area an easterly dip carries these rocks beneath the 
Cretaceous. The Zuni sandstone constitutes buttes and wide tab- 
ular areas in the Zuni region and is very massive, appearing in cliffs 
of uniform creamy-white or pale-gray color, very diflFerent from its 
character on the north side of the Zuni uplift. In the outcrops 9 
miles northeast of Zuni, however, there is much red banding. The 
Wingate sandstone also changes considerably and the bedding 
becomes thin, with shales and gypsum partings, in great contrast 
to the massive red cliffs north of Guam. Howell* regarded the 
sandstone cap on the Zuni Buttes, 4 miles northeast of Zuni, as 
basal Cretaceous, but Dutton classed it as Zuni sandstone. It con- 
sists of 130 feet of soft cross-bedded sandstone of a reddish-buff 
tint, with a suggestion of unconformity at the base. Similar rela- 
tions exist at El Moro, or Inscription Rock, where the cap is about 
75 feet thick. 

ACOKA. 

The Triassic rocks near Acoma are described by Gilbert* as follows: 
Section of part of Triassic rocks at Acoma Pueblo, N. Mex, 

Massive, friable, cross-bedded sandstone: Feet. 

(a) Pink, weathering brown; soft 30 

(6) Yellow and finn; pebbly and banded with white near top 250 

(c) Soft; olive-green with brown band 100 feet below the top 250 

\d) Soft; red 150 

680 

a Kept. U.S. Geog. Surveys W . 100th Mer. , vol. 3, Geology, 1875, p. 280. * Idem, p. 65. 
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Bed a is capped by red and yellow shale, with a thin bed of coal at 
the base and several hundred feet of Cretaceous strata. I did not 
visit this pueblo, and the representation of the geologic boundaries in 
that vicinity on Plate I is compiled from very meager published 
descriptions. 

REGIOH EAST OF LAQUNA. 

The pre-Cretaceous rocks which appear in the uplift crossing the 
Santa Fe Railway between Laguna and San Jose are in general similar 
to those above described, but present some differences. From obser- 
vations made east of Laguna, Newberry classed in his ''variegated 
marl series'' an upper member of soft red and white calcareous sand- 
stone, 150 feet; gypsum, 80 feet; blue calcareous shale, 20 feet; and 
soft white calcareous sandstone, 40 feet. The underlying ''salt 
group,'' 120 feet thick, was stated to consist of soft red calcareous 
sandstone on red and green foliated sandstone and blood-red shale. 
I found that the 80-foot bed of gypsum, which is well exposed in 
railroad cuts a Uttle east of Rito station, varies considerably in thick- 
ness, down to 30 feet or less. The overlying sandstone is mostly red, 
and its upper half is hard and massive, strongly suggestive of the 
Wingate sandstone of the Zuni uplift. If it represents that forma- 
tion, however, the Zuni sandstone is absent. Below the gypsum are 
12 feet of thin-bedded dark, impure Umestone, with thin layers of 
gypsum, and 40 feet of white massive cross-bedded sandstone, giving 
place abruptly at the base to light-brown or red massive sandstone, 
of which 40 feet is exposed in the crest of the anticline. 

C. L. Herrick and H. N. Herrick have described some features of 
this region. They class the Triassic-Permian rocks in three divisions — 
the "Vermilion," "Chocolate," and "Red," with a thick gypsum 
deposit at the base of the second.** The lower or "Red" division is 
referred to the Permian from fossils found elsewhere. It usually 
contains beds of limestone or limestone breccia, which are character- 
istic, and has an average thickness of about 500 feet. The "Choco- 
late" division, about 600 feet thick, consists of gray and red sand- 
stones, partly quartzitic. It merges gradually into the loose bright- 
red marls and clays of the "Vermilion" division. There is consider- 
able local variation. In the San Jose Valley there is at the base "a 
comparatively small series of limestones and shales, followed by red 
sandstones and marls, pink sandy marls, and white sandy marls ex- 
tending to the base of the gypsum deposits, which are irregular, often 
lenticular in shape. The 'Chocolate' beds of sandstones and shales 

o Bull. U. S. Geol. Survey No. 223, 1904, p. 96. 
46445°— Bull. 435—10 4 
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are recognized by their characteristic color and are followed by the 
so-called ' Vermilion ' division." The following section is given : 

Section at El Rito, N, Mex, 

Chocolate division: Feet. 

Massive sandstone 100 

Bedded sandstone 75 

Sandstone 25 

Gypsum ! 25 

Red division: 

Vermicular shale 3 

Red sandstone, limestone, ironstone 30 

Massive sandstone 75 

Conglomerate 5? 

Friable sandstone 35? 

The gypsum ranges in thickness from 25 to 75 feet. The under- 
lying vermicular shale is of widespread occurrence. In another 
description C. L. Herrick states that this shale, 10 feet thick and 
gypsiferous, is underlain by 45 feet of loose sandstone, white below, 
yellow above, 75 to 100 feet of fine pink sand, and 25 feet of green 
and chocolate sandy shale lying on hard red sandstone that mei^es 
downward into limestone and lime breccias, which at other localities 
yield Permian fossils. The forms mentioned are BakeweUia parva, 
Myalina attenuatay Pleurophorus suhcuneatuSj etc., which occur in hard 
sandstone east of the Sandia Mountains." 

The "Vermilion'' division, which overUes the beds given in the 
section above, appears in the steep face of the Mesa Gigante, which 
rises a short distance to the north. This red escarpment extends 
westward for some distance, and also reaches far to the south on the 
opposite side of the San Jose Valley. The lower beds outcrop in a 
wide zone at its foot, but they are in part covered by lava flows. The 
thickness of the division is not stated, but judging from a columnar 
section in Herrick's paper it is near 500 feet. 

NACIKIENTO UPLIFT. 

C. L. Ilerrick^ has described some features of the red beds in the 
uplift southwest of Jemez. The ''Vermilion'' or upper division 
comprises a top member of sandstones banded with alternating bright 
vermilion and green shales, and a lower member about 250 feet thick, 
of yellow sandstone. The "Chocolate" division, which is not much 
over 500 feet thick, includes at the base a bed of gypsum and anhy- 
drite, 50 feet thick in places, underlain by 10 feet of vermicular gypsif- 
erous shale, as on the San Jose. The "Red" division consists of 
alternating sandstone and shale of various kinds, grading downward 
into fossil-bearing Permian rocks. The beds are well exhibited in 
slopes of the high mesa extending southward from the south end 
of the Nacimiento Mountains. 

a Jour. Geology, vol. 8, 1900, p. 115. * Am. Geologist, vol. 25, 1900, p. 337. 
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M. K. Shaler " has described the gypsum deposits along the west 
slope of the Nacimiento Mountains. There is one thick bed which lies 
a short distance below the Dakota sandstone and appears to extend 
continuously from a point beyond Gallina to the south end of the 
uplift; locally it is overlapped by Tertiary deposits. At Gallina the 
Dakota sandstone, 80 feet thick, is underlain by 300 feet of red and 
green shale extending to the gypsum, which is 40 feet or more thick 
and which lies on 50 feet of soft yellow sandstone and 300 feet of red 
sandstone. Southeast of Cuba a bed of gypsum 54 feet thick lies 
beneath 600 feet of Dakota sandstone and shale and sandstone of 
unknown age. Next below are 50 feet of white limestone, 600 feet 
of red and yellowish-drab shale, and 750 feet of red sandstones and 
shales, all dipping steeply to the west. 

Near the mine, 10 miles southeast of Cuba, massive white gypsum 
60 feet thick is overlain by 40 feet of crystalline limestone, above 
which are shale and Dakota sandstone. Below the gypsum are 120 
feet of pinkish sandstones and 300 feet or more of red sandstones, 
lying on the granite. At a point 12 miles northwest of Jemez the 
gypsum reaches its maximum thickness of 100 feet and is overlain by 
500 feet of shales and Dakota sandstone. Below it are 250 feet of 
shale, 80 feet of sandstone, and 700 feet of red sandstone lying on 
granite. 

SUMMARY OF THE TRIASSIC ROCKS. 

The classification of the Triassic rocks in Arizona and New Mexico 
is still in rather an unsatisfactory condition, especially as to correla- 
tion with formations in other regions. In the first place, it is not 
improbable that the upper sandstones (the Zuni and the upper part 
of the '^ Painted Desert^') are Jurassic or even Morrison, but the 
question can be decided only by extensive work continued from 
adjoining regions. There appears to be no doubt as to the Triassic 
age of the bone-bearing beds (lower " Leroux'O near Tanners Crossing, 
and doubtless the lower red sandstones ("Moencopie formation'') 
below are Permian. The formations in Little Colorado Valley, the 
Fort Defiance uplift, the Zimi uplift, and the region to the east are 
relatively uniform in character, but there are important minor varia- 
tions which must be traced from one area to another before a imiform 
classification can be applied. Apparently the base of the ''Painted 
Desert formation'' and that of the Wingate sandstone are at the same 
horizon, and it is not unlikely that the basal conglomerate will also be 
found to be continuous. The names Zuni sandstone and Wingate 
sandstone are entirely satisfactory in western New Mexico, and the 
same subdivision may be practicable in Utah, so as to displace the 
poor term ''Painted Desert formation." In fact, when the Vermilion 
Cliff sandstone is traced southeastward to the Zuni uplift it may, as 

. a Bull. U. S. Geol. Survey No. 316, 1907, pp. 260-265. 
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the name "Shinanunp" for the c»iizk nierate dirision alone is not in 
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and his later name, '" Lit hixiendron formation/" is used for the present. 
Whitman Cross * has presented an extended review of the strati- 
graphy of the Triassic portion of Powell's Shinarump group. He 
c^^mpares it with the Dolores formation of the San Juan region of 
Colorado, which Is probably of Upper Triassic age with a great uncon- 
forrnity and hiatus at the base. In tracing the fonnation into the 
Plateau region in Utah it has been foimd that this hiatus is so great 
that in places 1,500 to 2.000 feet of probable Paleozoic rocks are gone. 
The basal member of the formation consists of 200 to 300 feet of con- 
glomeratic beds containing the same vertebrate fauna as that obtained 
by Ward in the "Leroux formation'' near Tanners Crossing. This 
r^;nglomerate Ls characterized by small round gray limestone pebbles, 
almoHt i>iHrditic in appearance and rarely reaching an inch in diameter. 
It iH w^attered through cross-bedded sandstone in beds from a few 
inchen to perhaps 30 feet thick. The upper part of the Dolores for- 

» HfpifTi on Uw. K^'/>loKy of Iht' eastern part of the Uinta Moontains: U. S. Gecd. and G«og. Survey Terr., 
IHV',, 
ifiitWT. (huAony, vol. 10, \W», pp.tr7-l23. 
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mation thickens to the west, and Cross confidently correlates it with 
the Vermilion Cliff sandstone. Cross suggests, also, that in Arizona 
with the thickening of the Triassic the conglomerate becomes more 
widely separated from the VermiUon CUff sandstone, which would 
account for the presence of several hundred feet of the ''Leroux for- 
miiUon'' that intervenes in that region. Powell noted the pres- 
ence of 800 feet of beds resembling the "Leroux^' overlying the 
typical "Shinarump'' conglomerate on Kanab Creek, and these rocks, 
as well as the soft sandstones and shales below, were found to extend 
to and along the Uinta Mountains.* 

Dutton* calls attention to the wide extent of the great deposit 
of marly shales with a conglomerate in the middle. He noted that 
many of the pebbles were of silicified wood, and in later publications 
the unconformity at the base of thiS conglomerate is recognized. 

It seems not unlikely that the basal member of the Dolores when 
traced into Arizona will be found to comprise the '^Shinarump^' con- 
glomerate member of the *^Lithodendron formation^' and also the 
'^Leroux beds^' that yield the fossil bones near Tanners Crossing. 
Doubtless this conglomerate locally expands somewhat in the Pet- 
rified Forest region, but I think it will be found to be in a formation 
much less than 800 feet thick. Whether or not it is at the same 
horizon in the Zuni upUft region also remains to be determined. It 
is possible, as suggested by CrOss, that the horizon of the basal 
Dolores in that region may be much nearer the base of the Wingate 
sandstone than the conglomeratic sandstone in the ridges south of 
the railroad, described on page 52. 

JURASSIC SYSTEM. 

While there is no direct evidence as to the existence of Jurassic 
rocks in the region treated in this paper, it is possible, as suggested 
by Dutton,*^ that the Zuni sandstone is of that age. In southern 
Utah 500 to 1,000 feet of shales and sandstones are assigned to the 
Jurassic, because a portion of them contain the characteristic mol- 
luscan fauna. The upper portion of the *^ Painted Desert formation '' 
consists of bright-colored sandstones, strongly suggestive of the* 
White Cliff sandstone or Jurassic of Utah, and evidently regarded as 
such by Howell,^ who traced them for many miles through the 
region. He found that they thinned toward the south, but appeared 
to be immistakable near Moencopie, while between White Rock 
Spring and Pueblo Colorado, Ariz., east of Oraibi, he observed 20 
or 30 feet of red maris which he thought might be Jurassic. He 
stated also that in the region south and east of Mount Taylor a series 

a Report on the geology of the eastern part of the Uinta Mountains: U. S. Geol. and Geog. Survey 
Terr., 1876, p. 54. 
b Geology of the high plateaus of Utah: U. S. Geol. and Geog. Survey Rocky Mtn. Region, 1880. 
c Sixth Ann. Rept. U. S. Geol. Survey, 1885, p. 138. 
dRept. U. 8. Geog. Surveys W. 100th Mer., vol. 3, Geology, 1875. 
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«' •»''.u-** >L- ur* n:"L.r:i::r "'::• m Ifi*£. r.i -.) -jati jjeaLHiLe^ and ochef 
•' .•^r.u"-** »> '.L:ii>r HH-i i*i«: 'jit* 1l- ^^:^^ a 5:nmftCiiiL *r^ pvesent 



C.7^.u*f^ tii* w-.-if .T'ji:^ ^ i :r Jt.: siaJ« ^ ^Tmriine etXKtitiite the 
r^r^r^ c ::^_t. zi»»^a> i*» »Lt i:i«: : "::»* :•• n.i :c t-iraLbL The Hopi 

P'^t^- -....*• Lr» "•--^i :cL j-jn zcif^ :c -ii:ii :-r . ci». Xewfetwry was the 
f.r< V, :-*-^*r-:#^ 'Jir*-^ t:«:jls^. izji "Jit? :.t_«:vji:r t^t^:- sectiocK are from 

^, ar^ 7'-» T-^'!! -iojiti?' c.»* v.-ii i-.cjir^rj ni* .f xu:** -t jr a Aod 
■•rri-'-r-'i '. M^-'z -♦^'- ■ >^ 16 

V-TA r*'r.ry^Jt •=-- . x-^ z.'^-v ±z*=^'r^*r^ -- 12 

^.:.^ 'livi:i.i *iLi> 3 

C'Ar**'. ' zr.'iw* '5']ii".=- r:- cr.r^r'i'iCiirs" aaji'if^.Q^ € 

O'-^r. rri^rt^,,,. \. 25 

h-./r.'. TfA ciaH 22 

Th^ plants were reeanieii as Jurassic. In the hirfi Unffs on which 
th^ Hopi towriii are built the section is extended up as follows: 

S^/i.i/m oj fytUir^jj^xi Torii r^'jco' ^ a? rj^./r '.''". \ -J'.f '>"ri5i. Ariz. 

Feet. 

9/f^^. f/Kir**'. y^rliovi-h sandstone 25 

i'/Ti',''.U A^aU: 12 

l/l -if', *hh, Ui wi f h pinnules of yeiiropta^U arg^jlata 1 

i/y/r.'iUf 18 

i'tft't'u *h'jU', 2 

OWtihr t^ftufUtone 5 

« U^fpf^i nf^rt, th/' f4,UniuU, Kivfrr of th«i West, explored in 1857-58 by Lieat. J. C. Ives, pt. 3, Geotoglcal 
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A. CRETACEOUS SANDSTONE ON ZUNI RED SANDSTONE AT TARQUE, SOUTH OF ZUNI, N. MEX. 




B. HOGBACK OF CRETACEOUS SANDSTONE ON NORTHWEST SLOPE OF ZUNI UPLIFT 
NORTHEAST OF GALLUP. N MEX. 

Horizontal Cretaceous coal measures to left; Zuni sandstone in distance to right. 
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CRETACEOUS SYSTEM. 55 

Feet. 

Brown ferruginous shale 4 

Green shales 28 

Coarse yellow or white sandstone 80 

Green shales with bands of sandstones; in some localities all soft 

greenish-yellow sandstones 60 

Coarse light-yellow or whitish massive sandstone 120 

Green shales with bands of ferruginous sandy limestone and beds of 
lignite, Pinnaf lingula n. sp., Gryphasa pitcheri, and impressions 

of PlatantiSf Alnus, QuercuSy and Sphenopteris 90 

Green, blue, and gray argillaceous shales with bands of brown or 
yellow siliceous limestone containing Ammonites perixainatus, 

InoceramiLS cripsii, and Gryphaea pitcheri var. navia 160 

Coarse yellowish sandstone (basal Cretacieous) 25 

Lignite (Jurassic?) to base. 

According to E. E. Howell,* the mesas about the Hopi pueblos are 

capped by 100 to 300 feet of cream-colored sandstone and shale 

lying on dark shale, in part carbonaceous, 300 to 500 feet thick. 

The adjacent valleys are floored with soft white sandstone, stated to 

be Jurassic. The rocks underlying the sandstones of the mesas are 

alternating shale and sandstone in beds 30 to 50 feet thick, the shales 

varying from light to dark in color. The thick bed of underlying 

shales includes a few sandy and sandstone layers. Coal is mined in 

small amounts not far from the pueblos, and 25 miles northwest of 

Oraibi Howell measured one bed 8^ feet thick and another at a lower 

horizon 4 to 5 feet thick; at a locality 2 to 3 miles farther north one 

bed is stated to have a thickness of about 25 feet. The area of the 

coal field is about 2,500 miles. Most of the boundary of this area, as 

given on Plate I, was furnished by H. E. Gregory from observations 

made in 1909. 

GALLUP BAsnr. 

In the vicinity of Gallup the thickness of the Cretaceous rocks is 
about 2,000 feet. The rocks have been studied by F. C. Schrader ^ 
and M. K. Shaler,*^ who subdivided them into the Dakota sandstone, 
Mancos shale, and Mesaverde formation, all in conformable succes- 
sion. They contain deposits of subbituminous coal in beds from a 
few inches to 8 J feet thick. The Dakota is stated to be 150 to 300 
feet thick and consists mostly of hard sandstone, locally conglomer- 
atic. In places it includes dark shale, which develops into coal. 
The Mancos is dark drab soft shale, in part sandy, with limy concre- 
tions, about 750 feet thick. Thin sandstones and a coal bed occur in 
its upper portion. Coal .40 inches thick, mined between Nutria and 
Black Rock, is believed to be in the upper part of the Mancos forma- 
tion. Colorado fossils were found in the lower beds. The Mesa- 

oRept. U. S. Geog. Surveys W. 100th Mer., vol. 3, Geology, 1875. p. 279. 
6 Bull. U. S. Geol. Survey No. 285, 1906, pp. 241-258. 
cBull. U. S. Geol. Survey No. 316, 1907, pp. 376-426. 
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T#'r';*' f'#rrniiti'»n '^»ri-i-i* of a t Jj'»-j-Aiiij f«et ormorpof sindstcnes and 
i5,>rf^> :*-J ornb •^haj*** mith iiuj^irtant coftl depofiits. Tliis coaI is 
uj x:^ »j;'j**-r nrj-i Jom#T mfmbef^. miJ^h air «¥p«imt«d by mboot 500 
i*^ of f/*J7»-rj <rhtA- TTip Wenve-r mine, 3 miles north of Galhip. is 
thfr lunr^t prryiu^->^r in the rf*in'^»n. A ^ectioD at this place, based 
lurjrHy on •jinruon'i-'iniJ fx^rin^. U as follow*: 

'okJ 1 

ViT-*Uy 2 

^/iflj d;r;> N J 3^ 

Siirjd*'-'/ji#*- jii*d •'Lkl*' - - 14 

^/aJ } 

Files' f l*y 7 

Oa\ S'j.2 4J 

feauyl-VjiAfr jixad riuiie 24 

r-oad No. 3, 4 

Fif»rrbiy 2 

Sau:id>'VJDe : 5 

UhLU, IJ 

OaX No. 3J, 6} 

Fir»r' lay 21 

SaTi'L-tone. frhale. and thin coal layers 20 

CVjaJ with Boany fehale paninj^ ^No. 4 3 

.Sarjd«4oDe 20 

CVjaUNo. 5; 6i 

127} 

At the Clark mine, 4 miles west of Gallup, drill holes have shown 
five Ix'ds in the same measures 2\ to 8i feet thick. Coal in the lower 
^fenaverde beds Ls mined at various points northeast and south of 
Gallup. The following section at the Otero mine, about 3 miles east 
and 1 mile north of Gallup, Is given by Shaler: 

Hejii/ju of lover Mesarerde coal beds in Otero mine, near GcUup, N. Ma. 

Ft. in. 

Oral '^r'rown Point bed) 3 5 

8haJe 8 

Coal 1 5 

Sandi'ti^ine 11 

f>jaHThaU;her bed; 4 

Shale and sandstone 6 

Sliale 9 

OfeLl(H\su:k Diamond bed) 1 6 

Handnt^ine and Hhale 88 

Coal 1 2 

Shale 9 

(;oal (Otero bed) 3 2 
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The rocks vary considerably in thickness and succession. The 
lower Mesaverde beds are brought to the surface by the anticline 
near Defiance switch, 8 miles west of Gallup, and they rise again on 
the slope of the Fort Defiance uplift, along a zone passing a short 
distance east of Manuelito. The Mesaverde formation has been 
found to terminate at the south in the high ridges on the north side 
of Nutria Creek, 15 miles northeast of the Zuni pueblo. The syncline 
east of Zuni holds Dakota sandstone overlain by Mancos shale. 

I examined the basal Cretaceous beds at several places in the exten- 
sive exposures along the steeply dipping upturn east of Gallup. The 
lowest member is a hard buff sandstone, in part coarse and massive, 
lying unconformably on soft white Zuni sandstone. The two forma- 
tions show no discordance in dip, but there is an abrupt change in 
materials, considerable slight channeling, and local conglomerate 
deposits. The Cretaceous sandstone forms the crest and west slope 
of the ridge which rises steeply above the red-bed slopes. It varies 
in thickness from 60 to 115 feet and is followed by 700 to 800 feet of 
shale (Mancos). The shale is in part sandy, and sandstones occur in 
its upper half. Some of the sandy beds are highly fossiliferous down 
to a horizon within 20 or 30 feet of the base of the formation. Exogyra 
columbeUa Meek is a very abundant species. The following is a 
typical section near the railroad east of Gallup : 

Section of lower beds of Cretaceous system 3 miles east of Gallup, N. Mex. 

Feet. 

Sandy shale, reddish sandstone, and green shale. . : 100 

Sandstone, buff 20 

Sandy shale 80-100 

Massive sandstone; gives rise to second ridge (basal Mesaverde) . . 100 

Sandy shale (Mancos) 500zb 

Sandstone, massive to slabby i5 

Gray shale, in part sandy; many fossils 300 

Hard sandstone ; highly fossiliferous near top 20 

Soft sandstone and sandy shales; fossils 30 

Dark shale 25 

Hard buff sandstone lying on white Zuni sandstone 50 

Another section, 2 miles farther north (PL XII, fi), shows at the base 
20 to 40 feet of buff sandstone, 30 feet of dark shale, and 40 feet of 
sandstone that is hard and highly fossiliferous at the top. The 
Mancos shale, following, is about 500 feet thick and is capped by the 
basal sandstone of the Mesaverde, which here, as all along the uplift, 
gives rise to a sharp ridge lying 100 rods west of the ridge due to 
the basal sandstone, a valley of Mancos shale intervening. The lower 
Mesaverde beds at this locality consist of 280 feet of sandstone with 
some shale, 45 feet of dark carbonaceous shale, 40 feet of dark sandy 
shale,, and 20 feet of buff massive sandstone. In a section 8 miles 
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southeast of Gallup the Dakota sandstone, 250 feet thick, is capped 
by a hard, highly fossiliferous sandstone, foUowed by Mancos shale 
800 to 900 feet thick with a sandstone deposit about 800 feet above 
the base and more or less thin-bedded sandstone in its upper portion. 
The deep artesian-well borings at Gallup probably penetrate the 
lower sandstones. (See record on p. 78.) 

zjjn irpurr to haoxmixhto MouvTAnre. 

J. H. Gardner ^ has recently reviewed the Cretaceous stratigraphy 
from Gallup to San Mateo, at the foot of Mount Taylor. The upper part 
of the Mesaverde formation constitutes an escarpment along Rio Chaco 
and is succeeded by the Lewis and Laramie formations. The lower 
part of the Mesaverde, 1,000 feet thick, forms the high escarpment 
40 miles farther south and consists of massive sandstone alternating 
with thin shales and bearing workable coal deposits. The under- 
lying Mancos shale, 800 feet thick, consists of 500 feet of massive 
sandstone and shale with local coal beds and 300 feet of shale with 
thin sandstone layers. This lies on Dakota sandstone 200 feet thick, 
consisting of light-gr^y sandstone at the top and bottom with some 
alternating thin beds of shale and sandstone and a few irregular coal 
beds of no great value. 

Gardner gives detailed sections of the coal deposits in the Mesa- 
verde and Mancos beds. This same observer ^ has described the Cre- 
taceous and Tertiary formations in the region between Raton Spring 
and the Nacimiento Mountains. At the top is the Laramie formation, 
900 feet thick, extensively overlapped by Tertiary deposits to the 
northeast and containing coal from longitude 107° to Raton Spring. 
Next below in the Lewis shale, which is 2,000 feet thick near the north 
end of the Nacimiento Mountains, but thins to 250 feet in the vicinity 
of Raton Spring. The Mesaverde formation, below the Lewis, car- 
ries important coal beds and ranges from 200 to 900 feet in thickness. 
The underlying Mancos shale, 500 to 1,000 feet thick, contains a 
prominent bed of sandstone toward its top and considerable sand- 
stone alternating with the upper shale. The Dakota sandstone forms 
a prominent hogback along the west slope of the Nacimiento Moun- 
tains. It consists mainly of very hard sandstone with intercalated 
shale toward the top, but near the base it becomes reddish andsofter. 

RIO PT7ERC0 REQIOir. 

The Cretaceous rocks in the Rio Puerco valley east of Mount 
Taylor have been studied by C. L. Herrick,^ who has published the 
section following. 

a Bull. U. S. Geol. Survey No. 341, 1909, p. 366. 

bidem, pp. 335-361. 

c Am. Geologist, vol. 25, 1900, pp. 8-9. 



Digitized by 



Google 



CKETACEOUS SYSTEM. 59 

Section of Cretaceous rocks in Rio Puerco valley, in the San Ignacio region, New Mexico, 

[By C. L. Herrick.] 

Feet. 
Massive white and irony sandstone; marine fossils in lower part; 

shark's teeth and other vertebrate remains in upper part 500-600 

White massive sandstone with bands of shale from 25 to 75 feet 

thick; three prominent beds; deciduous leaves; lignite 250+ 

Yellow fine-grained sandstones and shales (Prieta sandstone). . . 1, 200+ 

Shales and flags; about 100 

Fossiliferous sandstone (Punta de la Mesa sandstone) 25-50 

Shale 80-100 

Sandy flags wiih concretions (cephalopod zone) 25 

Shales with occasional flags 100+ 

Massive yellow sandstone with large concretions (Tres Hermanos 

sandstone) 75 

Sandstones and flags; highly fossiliferous (gasteropod zone) 25 

Dark and yellow sandstone, in part pulverulent, on red beds. . . 75± 

Further details of this succession and of the overlying beds near 
San Ignacio and San Francisco, in the Rio Puerco valley, are given 
by C. L. Herrick ** and D. W. Johnson in a paper on the Albuquerque 
quadrangle. 

The basal sandstone lying on the red beds is white and in part soft 
for 25 to 50 feet ; the upper portion is harder and of buff color. *^ Far- 
ther to the westward this band reposes on the Dakota sandstone or 
may perhaps be said to form a part of it." The overlying shales are 
in part lignitic and near the top contain iron-stained flaggy beds car- 
rying Ostrea transluddaj Exogyra Ixviuscula, E. columbellay lAopistJia 
concentrica, Camptonectes symmetricus, Baculites gradliSy and Priono- 
cyclus woolgarii. Next above are 10 feet of flags, and 75 to 100 feet 
of yellowish-gray shales, grading up into the yellow ''Tres Hermanos 
sandstone,'' about 75 feet thick. In the lower layers of this sandstone 
and the upper sandy part of the shale are many large iron concre- 
tions. The top of the sandstone is a pinkish rock of granular tex- 
ture, nearly pure white when fresh. Next above is a thick series of 
very variable sandy shales with thin layers of ironstone containing 
many large ammonites. Pinna, and baculites. The overlying shales 
are dark yellow and earthy, are 100 feet thick, and are capped by 50 
to 75 feet of sandstone, called '^ Punta de la Mesa sandstone," which 
is believed to be Fox Hills. Above this sandstone lies an extensive 
series, called the '^ Prieta sandstone," mostly loose yellow sandstone 
with shaly phases. The fossils in this series seem to be mostly the 
same as those from the ''Punta de la Mesa sandstone," but some of 
them have not been found at a lower horizon. This series is estimated 
to be 1,000 feet thick and is well exposed in low hills east of Punta de 
ia Mesa, on the east side of Rio Puerco. It is followed by a lignite- 
bearing series which is best exposed northeast of San Ignacio. The 

a Bull. Scl. Lab. Denison Univ. No. 11, and Bull. Univ. New Mexico, vol. 2, 1900, pp. 13-16. 
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beds of this series comprise about 50 feet of white sandstone with 
ferruginous layers, 35 to 40 feet of lignitic beds, 5 feet of white sand- 
stone, 35 to 50 feet of beds with brown lignite, 30 to 40 feet of white 
sand with lignite beds, 75 feet of lignitic beds with iron layers contain- 
ing impressions of leaves and fruits, 10 feet of yellow sandstone, 25 feet 
of white sandstone, 2 feet of irony sandstones with many fossils, 25 feet 
of loose white sandstones with fossils, and, finally, 300 feet of white 
and irony sandstones extending to a fault, beyond which the relatimis 
are not clear. The fauna of the sandstone above the lignite appears 
to be closely aUied to if not identical with that in the ''Punta de la 
Mesa sandstone.*^ It is marine and of Fox Hills age. The leaves in 
the lignitic beds are not identifiable with famihar Lanunie species. 

Some observations made by H. W. Shimer" in 1907 in the Kio 
Puerco region northeast of Mount Taylor afford additional data as to 
the Cretaceous stratigraphy. Fossils were collected at intervals for 
16 miles southwest and 9 miles southeast of Cabezon. They repre- 
sented several horizons, apparently all in the upper Benton. Possi- 
bly some of the highest sediments may belong slightly higher ''without 
the presence of a typical Niobrara fauna,'' and may even reach the 
Pierre at one locahty southeast of Cabezon. Two zones of concre- 
tions were noted, with distinct fauna. 

I measured the foUowing section of the lower members of the Cre- 
taceous in the southern edge of the mesa northeast of Laguna: 

Section of part of Cretaceous rocks 2 miles riortheast of Laguna, N. Mex. 

1. Lava. Feet. 

2. Sandstone 25 

3. Shale 60 

4. Sandstone, buff, massive, moderately soft 40 

5. Shales with sandstone layers, very fossiliferous 60 

6. Sandstone, massive, hard, light buff 40 

7. Shale, dark gray to gray-green, sandy layers, fossiliferous 60 

8. Sandstone, hard, red, irony 5 

9. Sandstone, white, massive, part coarse 80 

10. Shale, greenish gray, sandy above 235 

11. Sandstone, hard, buff, massive 40 

12. Soft shale 30 

13. Sandstone. 

No. 13 is a part of the basal bed of the Cretaceous which lies. on red 
beds a short distance to the east. The following fossils were collected 
from bed No. 5 : 

Exogyra columbella Meek (abundant). 

Gryphaea sp., probably a variety of G. newberryi. 

Avicula gastrodes Meek?. 

Cardium, Panopea, Turritella, Rostellites, and Fusus sp. 

aShlmer, H. W., and Blodgett, ME., Stratigraphy of the Mount Taylor region, New Mexico: Am. Jour. 
Sci., 4th ser., vol. 26, 1906, pp. 63-07. 
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A. TYPICAL DESERT VALLEY BETWEEN GRANITE RIDGES, NORTHWESTERN ARIZONA. 

Looking north fronn north end of Hualpai Mountains. 

Photograph by W. T. Lee. 




B. TERTIARY LIMESTONE, IN PART CONGLOMERATIC, HUALPAI WASH, ARIZONA. 
Photograph by W. T. Lee. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



TERTIABY AND QUATERNARY SYSTEMS. 61 



In bed No. 7 the following were found: 

Liopistha (Psilomyra) concentrica Stan- 
ton. 

Turritella whitei Stanton. 

Tritonium kanabense Stanton. 

Actfieon, Cinulia, Turrilites?, or Hetero- 
ceras sp. 



Exogyra columbella Meek (few). 

Pec ten sp. 

Prima petrina White. 

Inoceramus?, Leda,Cardium,an(i Lucina? 

sp. 
Isocardia n. sp. 
Cyprimeria? sp., Corbula sp. 

These fossils were determined by T. W. Stanton, who reported 
that they indicate a horizon in the Benton formation with a faunal 
f acies like that developed in southern Colorado and southern Utah. 

TERTIARY AND QUATERNARY SYSTEMS. 

I made very few observations on the Tertiary and Quaternary 
rocks in the region examined, and their boundaries as shown on 
Plate I were mostly compiled. 

SEDDEEZTTS. 

The principal area of Tertiary sediments is in the broad, deep basin 
of the Rio Grande, which has been described by C. L. Herrick.* It 
extends to the Rio Puerco Valley west of Albuquerque. Cope classed 
the upper member, the Santa Fe marl, as Miocene, but Herrick 
regarded it as Pliocene or later. 

The Choiskai Hills are capped by sands, sandstones, and conglom- 
erates of early Tertiary age. Shaler ^ found outliers of unconsoli- 
dated pinkish sandy drab mud shale, and conglomerates with sandy 
matrix capping the hills 10 miles southwest of Gallup. Newberry "^ 
noted supposed Tertiary deposits on the high plains between Walpi 
and Pueblo Colorado, but their identity is doubtful. 

The wide, flat desert valleys in western Arizona (PI. XIII, A) are 
filled with very thick deposits of sand and gravel, many features of 
which have been described by W. T. Lee.^ He discovered some thick 
bodies of Quaternary or Tertiary limestone in Hualpai Wash (PL 
XIII, B) and along Colorado River near Pierce Ferry; and I am 
informed by D. W. Johnson that there are similar limestones in Verde 
Valley east of Jerome. The limestone in Verde Valley contains fossils 
and is associated with extensive deposits of sand, gravel, and marl. 
The only evidences of glaciation found in the region are on San Fran- 
cisco Peak, a cirque and moraine on which have been described by 
W. W. Atwood* and D. W. Johnson.-^ 

o Am. Geologist, vol. 22, 1898, pp. 26-43; Bull. Univ. New Mexico, vol. 1, pp. 94-97; vol. 2, pt. 1, pp. 3-8. 
b Bull. U. S. Geol. Survey No. 316, 1907, p. 378, map. 

c Report upon the Colorado River of the West, explored in 1857-58 by Lieut. J. C. Ives, pt. 3, Geological 
report, 1861, pp. 87-88. 
d BuU. U. S. Geol. Survey No. 352, 1908. 
« Jour. Geology, vol. 13, 1905, pp. 276-279. 
/Tech. Quart., vol. 19, 1906, p. 410. 
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VOLCAHIC BOCKS. 

A large portion of north-central Arizona is covered by volcanic 
rocks of various kinds, and there are also areas of- considerable 
extent in western New Mexico. I gave but little attention to these 
rocks, except to map the boundaries at some localities, as shown in 
parts of Plate I. The largest areas of volcanic rocks are on the 
Coconino Plateau, on Mogollon Mesa, about Mount Taylor, and on 
the Aquarius Plateau south of Truxton. The larger, thicker masses 
usually consist of acidic rocks, flanked by later outflows of basalts in 
thin but widespread sheets. Mount Taylor and San Francisco Moun- 
tain and surrounding peaks present these relations. Bill William 
Mountain is shown in PL XIV, B. Large flows of basalt occur along 
the east and south sides of the Zuni uplift, on the mesa north and 
west of Isleta, and on the plateau west of Acoma. That these lavas 
are of various ages is shown by their relations to the topography and 
by the superposition of flows. 

W. T. Lee ® has described many relations of these volcanic rocks 
in northwestern Arizona, and in the same publication A. Johannsen 
has described the petrography of numerous samples collected by Lee. 
A. R. Marvine^ noted the features observed on his trip across west- 
central Arizona, and scattered data are contained in reports by New^- 
berry, Gilbert, Howell, and Davis. D. W. Johnson "^ in crossing the 
Coconino Plateau from Oak Creek canyon northward found lava 
extending from the Verde Breaks escarpment to a point within 7 
miles of Flagstaff, where the limestone appeared at intervals. Thence 
northward to Hulls Spring there was lava practically all the way, and 
eastward nearly to the Little Colorado lava was observed filling many 
depressions and appearing in cascades over cliffs. The structure of 
a fine cone known as Red Mountain, 30 miles northwest of FlagstaflF, 
has been described in detail by W. W. Atwood.^ D. W. Johnson « 
has described a remarkable recent cone in the same region. One of 
these features is shown in Plate XIV, A. H. H. Robinson^ has 
made a detailed survey of the San Francisco Peak igneous area and 
I am indebted to him for the boundaries of the igneous rocks there. 

The volcanic features of the Mount Taylor region have been 
described by Button,^ and further details will be given in a paper 
now in course of preparation by D. W. Johnson. The broader rela- 
tions of this region and about the Zuni Mountains and Acoma Plateau 
were first noted by Howell and Gilbert. C. L. Herrick ^ has described 

a Bull. U. S. Geol. Survey No. 352, 1908. 

6Rept. U. S. Geog. Surveys W. 100th Mer., vol. 3, Geology, 1875. 

c Letter to N. H. Darton. 

d Jour. Geology, vol. 14, 1906, pp. 138-146. 

e Bull. Geog. Soc. Philadelphia, vol. 5, 1907, pp. 6-11. 

/Prof. Paper U. S. Geol. Survey (in preparation). 

(? Sixth Ann. Rept. U. S. Geol. Survey, 1885, pp. 164-182. 

ft Am. Geologist, vol. 22, 1898, pp. 26-43; Bull. Univ. New Mexico, vol. 1, pp. 94-97; vol. 2, pt. 1, pp. 3-«, 
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A. RECENT VOLCANIC CONE, NORTHWESTERN ARIZONA. 
Photograph by G. K. Gilbert. 




B. BILL WILLIAMS MOUNTAIN, ARIZONA, FROM THE EAST. 
Reservoir for Santa Fe Railway in foreground. 
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the relations of the volcanic rocks in the Albuquerque region and 
southwestward. Several years ago I described the Zuni Salt Lake,^ 
where there is a remarkable crater-like depression rimmed in part by 
Cretaceous sandstone and in part by lava, with two cinder cones near 
its center. 

Twin Cones, a prominent butte a mile south of the railroad 6 miles 
west of Gallup, was found to be an irregular dike or neck of igneous 
rock flanked by a large amount of breccia. Microscopic examination 
by Mr. Johannsen showed that the rock is an augite minette of holo- 
crystalline porphyritic texture. The phenocrysts, which constitute 
about 40 per cent of the material, consist of about equal parts of 
biotite and augite, but the rock differs from ordinary minette in hav- 
ing no very large biotites. The groundmass is made up of about equal 
parts of augite microliths and magnetite grains in a base of about 40 
per cent orthoclase. The rock lies between minette and vogesite, 
and might also be called a biotite vogesite. 

STBTJCTUBE. 

GENERAL FEATURES. 

The sedimentary rocks of the region treated in this paper are flexed 
and faulted to some extent and with the main structural features on a 
large scale. The salient features are shown in Plate XV and figure 4. 
In the limestone plateau the strata are nearly horizontal, with some 
broad, low undulations. To the east they descend into a wide, shal- 
low basin extending to the Fort Defiance uplift near the eastern 
margin of Arizona. Next east are the Gallup syncline, the Zuni 
uplift, the Mount Taylor syncline, and the Nacimiento anticline. 
The dips are generally very low except on the west side of the Zuni 
and Nacimiento uplifts, where they approach the vertical, and on the 
east side of Fort Defiance uplift, in the Jemez region and near San 
Jose, where they are moderately steep.' In many wide areas the 
strata have the appearance of lying horizontal. Some observers have 
attributed every line of cliffs in the plateau area to great dislocations, 
but most of them are not due to faults. 

The well-known fault of the Grand Wash Cliffs is the most pro- 
nounced break, and next in order is another dislocation a short dis- 
tance west, which crosses Colorado River in the vicinity of longitude 
114°. The Hurricane and Toroweap faults have been described in 
detail by Dutton and others. They are shown in section A, Plate XV. 
There are smaller faults on Diamond Creek, at Bright Angel, at the 
mouth of the Little Colorado, at the foot of the escarpment east of Ash 
Fork, on Oak Creek, at Ojo Caliente, near Bluewater, and near San 
Jose. Doubtless there are many others which I did not observe. 

a Jour. Geology, vol. 13, 1906, pp. 185-193. 
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Pre-Cambrian faults are exposed in the Grand Canyon, and no doubt 
they traverse other portions of the region. I found no direct evi- 
dence of faulting at Music Mountain or in the Aubrey Cliffs, but there 
may be displacements at these places hidden by valley jSlling or lava. 

LIMESTONE PLATEAU. 

The Coconino Plateau, together with its southern extension and the 
wide steps on its west side, presents nearly horizontal strata, in which 
perceptible dips are rare. Some low undulations exist which are 
brought out in the cross sections on Plate XV, but owing to the ex- 
aggeration of the vertical scale in these sections (over 5 to 1) the 
relative dips are greatly magnified. 

The structure of the plateau is typically exhibited by the Grand 
Canyon, of which a representative portion is shown by the topo- 
graphic map, Plate XVI. Section B, Plate XV, shows the structure 
along a line passing north and south through the center of the area 
shown on this map and illustrates the wider relations. Figure 3 
(p. 21) shows the succession of strata. The outcrops are so closely 
related to the topography that Plate XVI with the letter symbols for 
explanation clearly sets forth the geology and structure. There is 
a general rise of strata toward the north to the Kaibab dome, the 
general configuration of which is represented in figure 4 near the inter- 
section of latitude 36° and longitude 112°. The dip is at an angle 
slightly more than 1°, so that the beds rise about 1,000 feet from 
Grand Canyon station to the south edge of the Kaibab Plateau, a dis- 
tance of about 10 miles. The rise from west to east in this dome is 
shown in section A, Plate XV (relative dip magnified 5.3 to 1). This 
rise begins near Supai and attains a maximum near the east end of the 
Kaibab Plateau, beyond which it is cut off by the Butte fault. Some 
structural details along the canyon' are illustrated by the altitude of 
the contact between the granite and the Tonto group. Northeast of 
Supai, in latitude 36° 20', longitude 112° 27^', this contact is 2,800- 
feet above sea level. It sinks to the river bank at an altitude of 2,100 
feet 5 miles farther south and gradually rises again upstream, reaching 
3,^00 feet, or 1,450 feet above the river, opposite the mouth of Bright 
Angel Creek, a short distance northeast of Grand Canyon station. 
Thence eastward it sinks slightly and then rises to over 4,000 feet in 
the big bend near the mouth of the Little Colorado. The base of the 
Tonto group gradually rises 4,000 feet from the mouth of Grand Can- 
yon southward to Music Mountain, a distance of 50 miles; but this is 
only an average dip of slightly over 1°. North of Music Mountain 
W. T. Lee observed a dip to the northeast of 11°. In the Juniper 
Hills near Juniper post-office he noted a dip of 3° N. in the Redwall 
limestone. 

46445°— Bull. 435—10 5 
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The Aubrey Valley is due to the red beds of the Supai formation, 
which extend to the railroad at the Yampai divide. Just west of this 
place there is a hill of Redwall limestone 200 feet high; which indicates 
a relatively steep rise of the strata locally. An easterly dip of 5° or 
more is indicated by the relations of the Supai formation and Redwall 
limestone in outcrops west of Seligman and in the boring at Seligman. 
In Chino Valley south of Seligman the sandstone at the base of the 
Ton to lies on granite at an altitude of 6,000 feet; and the well at 
Seligman, 1,479 feet deep, which ended near the bottom of the Red- 
wall limestone at an altitude of 3,620 feet, indicates that the base of 
the Tonto group is here about 2,700 feet above sea level. This would 
require a dip to the north of 2,300 feet in. 3 miles, or over 8**. In the 
ridge north of Seligman the outcrops show dips of 4° to 5** NE. On 
the west slope of Picacho Butte a block of Redwall and associated 
strata is tilted by lava so that it dips 30° E. East of Seligman the 
sedimentary rocks are covered by lava nearly to Ash Fprk. South- 
west of Ash Fork there is a regular succession of beds from Tonto 
apparently to Kaibab, descending on a gentle northeasterly dip into 
a shallow syncline at Ash Fork. This syncline is cut off on the east 
by the fault which uplifts the beds into the high escarpment 6 miles 
east of that place. The top of this escarpment is the Coconino Plateau. 
Apparently the strata rise slightly to the east into a faint anticline, 
which crosses the railroad near Bebnont. Along the eastern margin 
of the Coconino Plateau there is a decided descent of the strata to the 
east, which is strongly marked in the region west of the lower part of 
the Little Colorado Valley, where it is part of the Paria fold. Along 
the railroad the dip is much less. It is indicated, however, by the 
fact that the base of the '^Moencopie" is at an altitude of nearly 6,950 
feet just east of Flagstaff and about 5,350 feet at Canyon Diablo, an 
average decline of 40 feet to the mile; but this monocline is somewhat 
flattened or even crenulated by a slight anticline near Winona. 

Robinson has found several local uplifts in the San Francisco Moun- 
tain region. One is on the east side of Elden Mountain, where there 
is an uplifted block of strata from Redwall to Kaibab. Marble Moun- 
tain also shows these strata dipping 60°, and they appear in the dome- 
shaped uplift of Slate Hill with dips of 25°. 

HOPI SYNCLINE. 

The broad, shallow basin lying between the Coconino Plateau and 
the Fort Defiance uplift may be designated the Hopi syncline because 
the Hopi pueblos are situated in it. Its westward margin is' the 
monocline just described, on which the Kaibab limestone passes 
beneath the '^Moencopie formation '^ in the Little Colorado Valley 
northwest of Winslow. The basin pitches to the south at a moder- 
ately rapid rate in the region south of Winslow and Holbrook. Its 
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descent to the north is sufficiently great, together with the rise of 
land, to carry the Triassic rocks beneath the shallow basin of Creta- 
ceous rocks in the Oraibi region. The axis of this basin crosses the 
railroad near Holbrook, east of which very low westerly dips predomi- 
nate for many miles. They are interrupted near Houck by a low, flat 
anticline which brings up the red sandy shale of the '^Moencopie 
formation'' for a few miles. There is a very shallow syncline east of 
Houck, which extends to the west slope of the Fort Defiance anti- 
cline. According to the observations of H. E. Gregory the strata 
north of Oraibi dip from 2° to 3° E., but in the region east of Walpi 
there is a general, southeasterly dip at a low angle. At a point 10 
miles north of Walpi the dip is due west. These facts indicate that 
the axis of the syncUne passes between Walpi and Oraibi, trending 
north. 

FORT DEFIANCE ANTICLINE. 

Newberry, Howell, Gilbert, and Dutton have illustrated the salient 
features of the Fort Defiance anticline. It brings up the Triassic red 
beds along a zone of considerable width, which crosses the Santa Fe 
Railway near the eastern margin of Arizona, but a short distance to 
the south the anticline flattens and broadens into a wide flexure, 
passing through the Zuni region. It is most marked along the Bonita 
Valley (see PI. XVII, B), in which the dips on its east side were found 
to be nearly vertical. Just west of Manuelito they are 30°, and near 
Zuni they are very low. According to Dutton the rate of dip is 9° to 
10° in the ridges 9 miles east of Zuni. In the vicinity of Fort Defiance 
the dips are steep on the east side of the anticline, the top is broad and 
flat, and the west slope is a very wide zone of low dips. The Canyon 
de Chelly and Canyon del Muerto are in this zone. These canyons cut 
deeply into the Wingate sandstone, as shown in Plate IX. 

GALLUP SYNCLINE. 

The east limb of the Fort Defiance anticline descends steeply into 
the Gallup syncline, which holds about 2,000 feet of Cretaceous rocks 
in the vicinity of Gallup. The basin is flat bottomed, with steep 
dips on each side, especially on the east. Halfway between Gallup 
and Manuelito it is traversed longitudinally by a local anticline or 
elongated dome which brings up the lower sandstone of the Cretace- 
ous. East of Zuni, where the basin is ihuch shallower, only the 
Dakota and Mancos formations are present. 

ZUNI ANTICLINE. 

The Zuni Mountains are due to an uplift which in its more obvious 
features affects an area of about 3,500 square miles in west-central 
New Mexico. It trends northwest and southeast and is about 25 
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miles long. As is well known, the uplift has steep dips on its west 
side, low dips on the east side, and a wide, nearly flat crest. (See 
section C, PI. XV.) Its higher portion is marked by a mountainous 
area of upper Carboniferous sandstone and limestone, with small 
ridges of the underlying grantite in its center. Lower on the slopes 
are elliptical outcrop zones of Permian to Cretaceous rocks. As 
shown by Howell, the steep dip on the west limb of the flexure is 
not accompanied by faulting and there is simply a sharp upturn 
of the beds from nearly horizontal to nearly vertical, as shown in 
figure 5. 

The locality in which this upturn is best exhibited is just north of 
the railroad 3 miles east of Gallup. From most points of view on 
the railroad a fault appears to be present, but on examining the out- 
crops it is very easy to see that the sharp flexure is not attended by 
any notable fracturing of the strata, and there is a continuous strati- 
graphic succession of the lower coal measures. In this vicinity, 
and to the south along this steeply dipping limb, there may be more 
or less slipping in the upturned beds and local faulting in some of the 
beds, but I crossed the upturn along several lines and saw no evidence 

of dislocation. How- 
ell has estimated that 
the vertical uplift due 
to this flexure is 
'^-/7 I" ^y s.vo'^E about 2,000 feet near 

Figure 6.— Section of northwest side of Zuni anticline 3 mUes east Gallup, and Gilbert's 
of Gallup, N. Mex., looking north-northeast. After E. E. Howell, estimate is 2 500 feet. 
5-8, Cretaceous; 13-17, Triassic and Permian; 18, Carboniferous. ^-- -k^ , - ^ ^^ . ^1 

NearNutna, 20to25 
miles farther south, where the maximum uplift is reached, the amount 
is about twice as great (PL XVII, A). About 2 miles west of Nutria 
there is an additional flexure by which the strata descend about 200 or 
300 feet in the same direction. The maximum dip east of Gallup is 
70^, northeast of Zuni it is 50°, and at Inscription Rock it is much less. 
The rate rapidly diminishes on the mountain slope and is very low on 
the crest of the anticline. On the northeast slope of the uplift the dips 
average about 3° near Guam, but farther east and south they increase 
on the mountain slopes to 10° or 12°. The structure is well exhibited 
in the canyon of Blue water Creek, just v/est of Bluewater, where the 
eastward-dipping beds are cut by a fault of small throw. 

MOUNT TAYLOR SYNCLINE. 

There is a well-marked basin lying east of the Zuni uplift, with its 
axis passing near Mount Taylor. The sides are steep, but the strata 
he nearly horizontal in the middle, and its depth is such that it holds 
many hundred feet of Cretaceous strata surmounted by thick masses 
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CRETACEOUS AND UNDERLYING SANDSTONE ON SOUTHWEST SIDE OF ZUNI UPLIFT NEAR 
NUTRIA, NORTHEAST OF ZUNI, N. MEX., LOOKING NORTHWEST. 

Zuni Mountain to the right. 




FORT DEFIANCE ANTICLINE IN BONITA VALLEY, NORTHWEST OF MANUELITO, N. 

LOOKING NORTH. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



STRUCTUKE. 69 

of lava in the Mount Taylor area and southwest of Acoma. The 
Triassic rocks appear on both sides. Gilbert noted a steeply dipping 
monocline at Willow Springs, 25 miles north-northeast of Mount 
Taylor; and Button describes a similar feature passing a few miles 
northwest of Grants with dips of 16° to 18°. These relations are due 
to an anticline that was investigated by Schrader and Shaler and is 
shown in figure 4. 

Toward the north the Mount Taylor syncline widens greatly and 
near latitude 36*^ it merges into a very wide undulating basin, which 
extends from the Fort Defiance anticline to the Nacimiento anticline. 
(See fig. 4.) It pitches gradually to the north and holds several 
thousand feet of Cretaceous and Tertiary strata. 

NACIMIENTO UPLIFT. ^s : 

Nacimiento Mountain is formed by granites and associated rocks 
overlain by Carboniferous limestones and sandstones, uplifted several 
thousand feet by a sharp anticline. (See fig. 4.) Along the west 
side the strata are nearly vertical and considerably crushed and 
faulted, but on the east side the dips are low. Owing to the steep 
dip on the west side of the uplift, the strata descend into a deep basin 
filled with a great thickness of Cretaceous and Tertiary rocks, which 
reach nearly to the foot of the mountain. East of the mountain, 
north of Jemez, there are broad flexures of the Carboniferous rocks 
and overlying red beds. A. B. Keagan " has determined the principal 
features of this area about Jemez. He represents the red beds as 
either faulted against or overlapping the granite at the south end 
and along part of the west side of the mountain. 

The Nacimiento anticline pitches steeply at the south end of the 
mountain, but the uplift with diminished height continues far to the 
south. It crosses the San Jose Valley as a broad corrugated uplift 
exposing the red beds from Laguna nearly to Rio Puerco station. 
On Rio Puerco its axis passes about 10 miles above San Ignacio, 
where the valley reveals a small area of red beds. Near San Jose 
the beds are considerably flexed and piobably faulted, and in the 
ridges 8 miles southwest of Rio Puerco one of the local flexures rises 
abruptly and exposes strata below the red beds. At this point the 
strata on the east side of the arch dip at angles of above 70®, but 
those on the west side are nearly horizontal. I did not have oppor- 
tunity to study much of this region, biit some details are given by 
C. L. Herrick,* who also states that Mesa Lucero, 10 miles southwest 
of San Jose, was found to be made up of red beds capped by Creta- 
ceous. 

a Am. Geologist, vol. 31, 1903, pp. 67-110, 
6 Idem, vol. 26, 1900, pp. 331-^46. 
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FAULTS. 

The Grand Wash fault is the greatest displacement in northern 
Arizona, where it defines the western boundary of the plateau region. 
It marks the lower end of the Grand Canyon by dropping far beneath 
the surface of the rocks in which the canyon is cut. The strata rise a 
short distance to the west, however, but are again dropped by another 
great fault. The relations at the river, as determined by Gilbert" 
and by Lee* are shown in figure 6 and in a general way in section A, 
Plate XV. 

As several faults in the plateau region have vertical planes it is 
assumed that this condition exists here. The amount of displace- 
ment can not be ascertained, owing to the deep filling west of the 
faults, but that of the eastern fault is at least 7,000 feet and that of 
the western fault 4,000 feet. These faults are traceable for some dis- 
tance to the south, but finally they are all covered by valley fill in 
Hualpai Wash. The eastern one is marked by the Grand Wash Cliffs, 
nearly to latitude 35® 50', but south of that place, where the cliffs 
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Figure 6. — Section of Grand Wash fault at Colorado River, at mouth of Grand Canyon. After Gilbert. 
M, End of Grand Canyon; V, Virgin Range. ],Supai, Coconino, and Kaibab formation^; 2, Redvall 
limestone; 3, Tonto group; gr, granites and schists. (The straight line R-R is the river grade. All 
below is hjrpothetlcal.) 

fall back to the east, there is no direct evidence of faulting. Lee ' 
shows a great fault defining the continuation of the cliffs, passing at 
the foot of Music Mountain, through Hackberry, and along the base 
of the Cottonwood and Aquarius cliffs, but I saw no convincing 
evidence of its existence. 

The fault on Diamond Creek has been described and figured by 
G. K. Gilbert.^ It is exhibited mainly in the Tonto beds and the 
underlying granite. It appears in a branch valley which heads 2 
miles north of Peach Springs station, and, trending nearly due north, 
passes down Diamond Creek to its mouth and up the Colorado. 
Possibly it develops into or joins the Hurricane fault. The upthrow, 
which is on the west side, amounts to about 300 feet at the spring 
where the granite first appears, 10 miles north of Peach Springs, and 
to about 400 feet at the mouth of Diamond Creek. The principal 
features of this fault are shown in figure 7. 

oRept. U. 8. Geog. Surveys W. lOOth Mer., vol. 3, Geology, 1876, pp. 17-187. 
6 Bull. U. S. Geol. Survey No. 352, 1908. 
e Idem, Pis. I and V. 
d Op. cit., p. 56. 
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The escarpment 6 miles east of Ash Fork is due to a, fault of 800 
to 900 feet throw, with uplift on the east side. It trends north- 
northwest. Lava, lower beds of Kaibab limestone, and upper beds 
of Coconino sandstone appear on the east side, but the relations 
on the west side are concealed by the sheet of lava dropped by the 
fault. This fault is shown in section C, Plate XV. In places the fault 
spUts. 

The fault which traverses the strata at the trail descending into the 
Grand Canyon at Grand Canyon station extends northeastward up 
Bright Angel Creek. Its throw near the trail is about 300 feet in 
places, with upthrow on the west side. Its presence has caused the 
breaks and talus which have made a trail practicable at this place. ^ 
It is traceable on the plateau for 
some distance south from the 
trail by a line of low eastward- 
facing chffs. F. L. Ransome'* 
has noted certain features of this 
fault and of another one in a 
gorge 2 miles to the west. North 
of the river a wedge of the red 
sandstone of the Unkar group 
lying on granite and schist re- 
mains on a block between these 
two faults, dropped in pre-Tonto 
time. There has been later 
movement along the Bright 
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Figure 7.— Sections across Diamond Creek fault, 
looking north, a, Ten miles north of Peach Springs; 
6, near Colorado River. T, Sandstone of Tonto 
group; gr, granite. 



Angel fault, with the uplift on 
the west side, showing the fea- 
tures mentioned above. 

D. W. Johnson ^ has described 
two faults exposed in the south- 
em margin of the limestone 
plateau at Oak Creek canyon with drops of several hundred feet on 
the east side. One of them extends far north along Oak Creek valley. 
According to Robinson its displacement is 600 feet on the east side 
of Hull Mountain, 7 miles west-southwest of Flagstaff. This observer 
also finds a fault north of Hull Spring with 400 feet drop qn the east 
side and a fault on the north side of Clark Valley southeast of Flag- 
staff, bounding Anderson Mesa and trending N. 65° W. 

The Butte fault, described by Walcott,^ extends north and south 
for 14 miles along the west side of Colorado River opposite the mouth 
of the Little Colorado. At the place where the displacement is 

o Science, new ser., vol. 27, 1908, p. 668. 

6 Proc. Boston Soc. Nat. Hist., vol. 34, pp. 138-139, 

c Bull. Geol. Soc. America, vol. 1, 1889, pp. 49-64. 



Digitized by 



Google 



72 BECOKNAI88ANCE IK NEW MEXICO AND ABIZOXA. 

greatest (2,200 feet) the base of the Kaibab limestone is brought 
into contact with the Chuar. As shown in section A, Plate XV, the 
downthrow is on the east side. 

At Ojo Caliente, south of Zuni, there is a fault noted by Gilbert, 
Howell, and Shaler,^ which brings Permian red beds into contact with 
Cretaceous sandstones for some distanc^. It trends northwest and 
southeast and has a displacement of about 2,000 feet, with upthrow 
on the northeast side. Southward from Zuni lower beds gradually 
rise to the surface in succession until at the fault at the w^nn spring 
there are sandy shales similar to those of the "Moencopie," south of 
Guam, while still lower beds with Carboniferous fossils appear half 
a mile farther southeast. On the opposite side of the fault are upper 
beds of the Mancos shale. 

A fault is clearly exposed in the canyon of Bluewater River 4 miles 
west of Bluewater. It traverses Carboniferous gray sandstone over- 
lain by limestone. The fault trends northeast and southwest, with 
upthrow on the northwest side amounting to about 150 feet, sufficient 
to bring to view 100 feet of red sandstone which underlies the gray 
sandstone. Apparently the higher red beds are cut by a fault 8 miles 
northwest of Bluewater, which Schrader^ found extending northward 
into the Cretaceous rocks. 

G. K. Gilbert ^ has described a faulted area in the limestone plateau 
10 miles north of Canyon Diablo. The faults have from 10 to 50 feet 
throw, and from one of these extends a deep open fissure, shown in 
Plate VI, A. 

COON BUTTE. 

The well-known Coon Butte,** situated on the plateau 12 miles 
southeast of Canyon Diablo, is one of the notable phenomena of this 
country. Much has been written regarding it, but the papers by 
G. K. Gilbert,^ D. M. Barringer,/ and B. C. Tilghman ^ describe it 
fully. It consists of a bowl-shaped crater, about 3,900 feet m diam- 
eter and nearly 600 feet deep, encircled by a narrow rim rising from 
120 to 160 feet above the plateau surface. The cross section, figure 8, 
shows the general structure. 

The rocks in the adjoining plateau lie nearly horizontal over a wide 
area, but are sharply upturned all around the margin of the crater to 
the amount of 150 to 200 feet, with the angles of dip averaging 30^, 

a BuU. U. S. Geol. Survey No. 316, 1907, p. 383. 

6 Bull. U. S. Geol. Survey No. 285, 1906, PL VH. 

c Jour. Geology, vol. 2, 1895, pp. 117-119. 

d Some late writers have suggested other names for this feature, notably Meteor Crater, but the name 
Coon Butte is too well established by usage to be changed now. It is the old landmark for Coon Tank, a 
watering place some distance to the southeast. 

e Science, new ser., vol. 3, 1896, pp. 1-13; and Presidential address, Geol. Soc. Washington, 1896. 

/ Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. Philadelphia, vol. 57, 1906, pp. 861-886. 

Idem, pp. 887-914. 
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but varying from 10° to 80°; at one point the beds are slightly over- 
turned. There is some local faulting and lateral crushing. The 
rocks upturned are basal ^'Moencopie'' about 25 feet thick, Kaibab 
limestone 200 to 300 feet, and Coconino sandstone of undetermined 
thickness but probably less than 500 feet. The top of the sandstone 
is greatly crushed under the limestone; talus hides the relations at 
its base. The rim consists of an irregular ridge thickly capped by 
detritus from the crater, consisting of blocks of limestone and sand- 
stone ranging from 30 feet in diameter to fine dust. The coarser 
material is predominantly limestone, and there is a large amount of 
very fine silica or ^' rock flour'' at the base of deposit. The rim is about 
half a mile wide, but a thin sheet of fragmental material extends much 
farther, and scattered material is said to be found as much as 3^ miles 
distant. One block of limestone lO feet in diameter is half a mile 
from the crest. The bottom of the crater is about 1,800 feet across 
and nearly flat. Numerous borings, one 1,100 feet deep, have found 
wash and pond deposits lying on broken rock and rock flour. Water 



PiGUEE 8.— Generalized section across Coon Butte, Arizona, m, "Moencopie formation;" k, Kaibab 
limestone; c, Coconino sandstone; s, Supai formation; r, Redwall limestone. 

rises within 200 feet of the surface. Solid rock entered at 820 to 870 
feet below the crater floor is yellow to red sandstone (Supai). Appar- 
ently it lies horizontal and presents no evidence of disturbance. This 
formation doubtless also extends for some distance up the sides of the 
crater, as shown in figure 8, for the Coconino sandstone probably is 
less than 500 f§et thick. Gilbert estimated that the capacity of the 
crater is 82 million cubic yards, and that the amount of loose material 
on the rim and beyond is about the same. Tilghman's estimate of the 
volume of the rim is materially less. Altogether the features suggest 
a great bubble with the top blown off and the ejected material piled 
up on the margin. 

After an examination of the crater and consideration of all that 
has been written, I believe we have no evidence adequate to explain 
its origin. The hypothesis that it was caused by impact of a meteor, 
as urged by Tilghman, Barringer, Fairchild, and Merrill,® is in accord- 
ance with some of the features but does not accord with the all- 

o Merrill, Oeorge P., The meteor crater of Canyon Diablo, Arizona: Smithsonian Misc. Coll., vol. 60, 
pp. 461-498. 
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important fact that no meteor is present, as has been demonstrated 
by many borings. The suggestion of Merrill that the meteor may 
have been partly volatilized by the heat of the concussion and its 
residue blown out of the crater by the explosion is difficult to accept. 
It is agreed that if there was a meteor it must have been at least 
500 feet in diameter. The occurrence of the few tons of meteoric 
iron in the vicinity and mingled with some of the d6bris on the rim 
and in the crater is an enigma. The hypothesis of Gilbert that the 
crater and rim were produced by a volcanic steam explosion appeals 
to me most strongly, notwithstanding its purely gratuitous character. 
The competency of such a cause is well illustrated by explosion 
craters in various parts of the world. I reiterate Gilbert's statement 
that Coon Butte is in the midst of a volcanic region, and there are 
recent cones a few miles west and northwest. The crater of Zuni 
Salt Lake,^ which is somewhat similar but has cinder cones in the 
center, is not far southeast. 

An accumulation of superheated steam in the lower part of the 
gray Coconino sandstone and the underlying red sandstone of the 
Supai formation at a depth of 800 feet would have a pressure due 
to weight alone of more than 1,000 pounds to the square inch and a 
temperature of at least 280® C. This steam, permeating the pores 
of the sandstone, would on explosion rend the particles into rock 
flour such as that which exists in large volume in and about the 
crater, and it is difficult to understand how any other force could 
have produced so much fine material. The slight traces of meta- 
morphism which some of the sandstone particles exhibit doubtless 
were caused by increased heat due to great friction along some of 
the zones of movement. It appears probable that about 500 feet 
of red sandstones of the Supai were involved in the explosion, and 
as but little of this material appears in the detritus there is a strong 
suggestion that steam and hot water may have bleached it so that it 
is now represented by part of the white rock flour. 

MINERAL. RESOURCES, 

The principal mineral resources of the region treated in this report 
are coal and copper, but asbestos, gold, building stone, gypsum 
and limestone are of considerable importance. The very large 
copper mine at Jerome lies just outside of the area examined, as do 
also the metalliferous mines in the desert mountains and the copper 
mines near Copper City. The coal in the basin extending from 
Gallup to the Nacimiento Mountains has been described in reports 
by Schrader, Shaler, and Gardner, already cited, to which the reader 
is referred. The large coal field extending north and east from the 



oDarton, N. H., Jour. Geology, vol. 13, 1905, pp. 186-193. 
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Hopi pueblos has not yet been surveyed but it is known to have an 
area of about 2,500 square miles and to contain a vast amount of 
coal. The small deposit of copper in the Umestone in Grand Canyon 
has been described by S. F. Emmons, the copper prospects in Zuni 
Mountain by F. C. Schrader, and the asbestos in the Grand Canyon 
by J. H. Pratt and by J. S. Diller. Gypsum deposits have been 
described by H. N. Herrick and by M. K. Shaler. Turquoise has 
been found in Mineral Park, Mohave County, Ariz., and peridot 
about 10 miles north of Fort Defiance. 

DEEP BORINGS. 

A number of deep wells along the Santa Fe Railway in New Mexico 
and Arizona throw much light on the stratigraphy. The following 
data are all that were obtainable: 

NEW MEXICO. 

Rio Puerco, — ^At Rio Puerco two borings obtained salty water 
unfit for use. One is 193 feet deep and the other 1,015 feet deep; 
both are reported to be entirely in clay and gravel, but the deeper 
one doubtless penetrated Tertiary and Cretaceous strata. 

Garcia. — This station is 7 miles west of Rio Puerco station. The 
boring, 855 feet deep, obtained only salty water. The strata pene- 
trated were Triassic red beds, and probably the top of the Permian 
was reached. The following record was furnished by the drillers. 

Record of boring at GarcUij N. Mex. 

Feet. 

Red clay, streaks of blue clay , 0-412 

Gravel \ ' 412-432 

Bed sandstone 432-532 

White sandstone 532-605 

Blue clay 605-855 

At 355 to 358 feet there was a coarse bed of "gravel" containing 
salt water. 

San Jose. — The Frisco System has recently bored three wells 
in the valley of Lucero Creek in T. 8 N., R. 3 W., a few miles west of 
San Jose. Data regarding them were kindly supplied by Mr. J. S. 
Eldridge. The first, in section 19, is 235 feet deep. After boring 
through 225 feet of gray clay it entered red and gray clay and gravel, 
and at 235 feet found a flow which rose 6 inches above the casing. 
The water, which contains some sulphate of lime, was piped up 30 
feet and flows about 50 barrels a day. 

The second well, in section 15, found a flow of water at 235 feet 
in red sandstone. It flows 6 inches above the top of casing. The 
third well, in section 9, had the record following. 
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lUeard of boring in $ec. 9, T. 8 N., R. S W., Valencia Cmoi^. X. Ma. 

Sand ftDd ckx 0- 85 

Lftvarock 85- 90 

Clay with little water at baw 90-1^ 

Gray clay 155--190 

Red sandy clay 190-290 

Gray clay 290-335 

lUidclay 335-I60 

Gray clay 460-480 

This boring was not a success. 

Laguna. — Three borings have been made by the Frisco System in 
sec. 17, T. 8 N., R- 6 W., 9 miles south of Laguna, and one of them is 
still in progress. The following information was supplied by the 
driller, Mr. J. S. Eldridge: 

The first boring, 275 feet deep, found only a little salty water at 
125 feet. It entered red shale at 95 feet, under 92 feet of gray sand- 
stone, and was in red materials to the bottom. Another boring, 382 
feet deep, found water at 140 feet, which varies from salty to fairly 
fresh and pumps a 1-inch stream. The water was found under 45 
feet of gray sandstone. This was overlain by 65 feet of red shale. 
The boring that is now in progress had the following record to April 
29, 1910: 

Record of deep boring in sec. 11, T. 8 N., R. 5 W., Vaieneia County, N. Mex. 

Feet. 

Red clay, sandstone, and gravel 0-90 

Grayish sandstone, water at 140 to 160 feet 90-160 

R^id and brown clay with gray shale at 290 to 410 feet 160-660 

Sandstone and red shale 560-590 

Red sandstone 590-610 

Hard sandstone with much salty water rising to —3 feet 610-613 

Red shale; some sandstone and gypsum 613-700 

Ilard brown sandstone ; much very salty water rising to —20 feet. 700-705 

R<jd shale; salty water rising to —7 feet at 737 feet 705-737 

Red shale, harder at base 737-758 

Light-red shale 758-785 

Darker-red shale 785-830 

Red shale (?) with sandstone layers; water less salty 830-853 

Suwanee, — At Su wanes siding, 7 miles northwest of San Jose, are 
several flowing wells about 350 feet deep, the water of which con- 
tains much mineral. 

Armijo, — At Armijo railroad siding, about halfway between San 
Jose and Laguna, a 942-foot boring obtained salt water only. Below 
valley filling, including a thin sheet of lava, it penetrated 760 feet 
of red sandstone and shales, and 42 feet of gray sandstone, doubtless 
all Triassic. 
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Record of boring at Armijo, N, Mex. 

Feet. 

Sand and clay 0- 55 

Lava 55-106 

Sand or sandstone 106-140 

Bedrock 140-900 

Gray sandstone ! 900-942 

Chaves, — ^At Chaves, a station in New Mexico, halfway between 
Guam and Bluewater, a well was sunk in 1902 on my recommendation 
and obtained a flow of 50 gallons a minute of excellent water at a 
depth of 707 feet. It is entirely in the basal Triassic-Permian de- 
posits as follows : 

Record of artesian well at Chaves^ N. Mex. 

Feet. 

Red clay and sand, surficial 0- 50 

Gravel 50- 52 

Gray sandstone 52-195 

Red clay 19^-530 

Blue clay 530-570 

Gray sandstone 570-595 

Black sand 595-600 

Gray sandstone 600-700 

Guam. — A well at Guam obtains a flow of 12 gallons a minute 
from a depth of 150 to 200 feet. The boring was continued to 600 
feet without finding another water-bearing bed. The strata are 
all lower Triassic and Permian, on the north slope of the Zuni upUf t. 

Record of boring at Griam, N. Mex. 

Feet. 

Surface sand 0- 10 

Soft clay 10- 45 

Sand and gravel 45- 55 

Hard sandy clay 55- 75 

Petrified wood and gravel , 75- 76 

Hard blue shale ■ 76- 92 

Soft white sandstone 92-103 

Redshale^ 103-108 

Hard red sandstone 108-135 

Red shale 135-145 

Sand and gravel (water) 145-155 

Gray sandstone 155-210 

Hard blue shale 210-410 

Soft shale 410-540 

Hard red sandstone 540-560 

Hard red shale 560-600 

The beds, from 155 to 600 feet, are in the ^'Moencopie formation." 
GaUup. — Several years ago the railroad company sank a number of 
wells at Gallup from 295 to 540 feet deep and obtained moderate 
supplies of water from sandstones in the Cretaceous coal measures. 
In 1905 a boring 1,112 feet deep struck a flow of 15 gallons a minute 
of clear soft water. In July, 1907, the company completed another 
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artesian well which flows 100 gallons an hour from a depth of 1,241 
feet and the same amount from 1,356 feet. The flow began at the 
rate of nearly a gallon a minute when the drill reached 1,235 feet. 
The following Ls the driller's record: 

Record of artenan well at Gallup, X. Mex. 

FeeL 

Clay and quickmnd O- 115 

Gray 8amlHton<* 115- 256 

Whilf raindHtono 25&- 320 

I)arkHhah» 320- 365 

Hani Hamiy Hhalo 365- 377 

Darknlialc 377- 448 

Shell of hard rock 44&- 468 

Dark nhaU* with hard, lumpy layers at 610 and 645 foot 468- 820 

Fowil Bhell layer 820- 827 

While Bandatone 827- 882 

DarkBhale 882- 925 

White HandHtone 925-1, 145 

Pink Bandstone 1, 145-1, 167 

White Bandetone 1, 167-1, 356 

It Ls probable that this boring penetrated the Zuni sandstone 
below 1,145 feet. 

Manuelito, — Several wells 170 to 295 feet deep at Manuelito failed 
to obtain satisfactory amounts of water, but a 600-foot well sunk in 
1901 yields a moderate supply. The boring was in valley filling 
100 feet, white sandstone 492 feet, and red sandstone 8 feet. The 
two last are the Zuni sandstone. 

Bluewater, — A 735-foot boring at Bluewater obtained at about 
500 feet a small amount of water which rises within 120 feet of the 
surface. Some water also appeared at 275 feet. 

Record of well at Bluewater, N. Mex, 

Feet. 

Lava 0-61 

Tuff 61-72 

Bed clay 72-85 

Lava 85-90 

Red clay 90-159 

Blue clay 159-260 

Gray soft sandstone 260-263 

Blue clay 263-270 

Gray hard sandstone 270-277 

Red sandstone 277-291 

Siliceous limestone 291-439 

Black ''quartz" 439-447 

Limestone 447-455 

White sandstone (water) 455-575 

Red sandstone (bad water) 575-735 

The boring began in a lava flow lying on the lower part of the 
''Moencopie formation/' and at 291 feet passed into the Carboniferous 
limestone of the Zuni uplift. 



Digitized by 



Google 



DEEP BORINGS. 79 

ARIZONA. 

AUentown. — ^At Allentown, 5 miles east of Houck, a 165-foot 
boring in red shale of the "Moencopie formation'' obtained only a 
small supply of poor water. 

Chambers. — ^At Chambers, 7 miles east of Navajo, a 635-foot 
boring did not obtain a satisfactory water supply. It passed through 
225 feet of clay, 80 feet of sand, and 330 feet of sandstone, probably 
penetrating deeply into the ''Moencopie formation." 

Adamana, — ^A 305-foot boring at Adamana, entirely in the ^'Moen- 
copie," yields a moderate flow of highly saline water. The flow is 
25 gallons a minute and the head is stated to be sufficient to raise 
the water 19 feet above the surface. The following record was given 
to L. F. Ward « by the driller: 

Record of artesian well at Adamana, Ariz. 

Feet. 

Sand and sandy clay ■ 0- 55 

Sandstone 55- 58 

Cement gravel 58- 59 

Sandstone (slightly salt water at 88 feet) 59-108 

Brown shale 108-151 

Red shale 151-200 

Hard brown and blue shale 200-205 

Red shale 205-275 

Sandstone •. 275-285 

Hard brown shale... 285-305 

Manila, — ^At Manila, a siding midway between Holbrook and 
Winslow, a 305-foot boring obtains over 100 gallons a minute of 
excellent water. It passed through 20 feet of clay, 110 feet of sand, 
and 175 feet of white sandstone, all in the '^Moencopie formation/' 

Holbrook. — A recent boring at the large cattle ranch east of Hol- 
brook has the following record: 

Record of boring east of Holbrook, Ariz. 

Feet. 

Soil 0- 23 

Quicksand 23-61 

Rock 61-69 

Red mud , 69- 71 

Rock..-. .* 71-76 

Red mud and some gypsum; water, no flow 76-177 

Gypsum 177-178 

Red sandstone 178-229 

White sandstone 229-435 

Light-yellow sandstone 435-440 

A moderate amount of good water was found in the sandstone 
from 178 to 300 feet, yielding about 700 gallons an hour. The 
boring is to be deepened to obtain a larger supply. 



aMon. U. S. Geol. Survey, vol. 48, pt. 1, 1905, p. 18. 
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Winslaw. — A deep boring was made at Window many veAis ago by 
the Atlantic and Pacific Raib-oad Company, but no record is available. 
The depth is claimed to be 1,700 feet, which would haye reached far 
into re<l beds of the Supai formation. No water was obtained. 

Winona. — In 1902 a 657-foot boring was made at Winona to test 
the water resources of the Coconino sandstone. Unfortunately no 
water supply was found. The boring, which began low in the Kaibab 
Kmestone, reache<l the Coconino sandstone at 185 feet. The drill 
penetrated 456 feet of this sandstone and went 16 feet into the under- 
lying red shale of the Supai formation. Another report gives the 
limestone at 285 feet, and this leayes but 356 feet for the sandstone. 

Afih Fork. — An old boring at Ash Fork, reported to have been 
1 ,025 feet deep, obtained no water. It probably passed through the 
Kedwall limestone and into the shale of the Tonto group. If it had 
gone a few hundred feet deeper it would have reached sandstones of 
the Tonto and probably would have obtained water. 

Sellgman. — Several unsuccessful attempts have been made to 
complete a deep well at Seligman. One boring 1,479 feet deep 
nearly reached the base of the Redwall limestone after passing 
through 647 feet of that formation. 

Record of boring at Seligman, Ariz, 

Feet. 

XAva and cinders 0- 234 

Red sandstone and shale (Supcii) 234- 832 

Limestone (Redwall) 832-1, 479 . 

According to other reports the volcanic rocks extend only to 170 
feet or to 145 feet. 

Aubrey. — A boring made by the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad 
Company at Aubrey is reported to have reached a depth of 936 feet 
and obtained no water. It began in the upper part of the Redwall 
limestone and may have reached the shale of the Tonto group. 

Picacho. — On my recommendation the railroad company sank a 
well at Picacho (now Pica), a siding midway between Aubrey and 
Nelson to a depth of 1,546 feet. The boring first passed through 
valley wash underlain by a thin mass of basal Supai beds on Redwall 
limestone. After penetrating this limestone to a reported depth 
of 1,170 feet, it passed into water-bearing sandstones of the Tonto 
group. The yield is 30 gallons a minute, and the water rises within 
781 feet of the surface. The total solids are 21 grains to the gallon, 
of which 12.3 grains were carbonates. 

Record of deep well at Picacho^ Ariz, 

Feet. 

Sand, gravel, etc 0- 95 

Red sandstone (Supai) 95- 144 

Limestone (Redwall) 144-1, 132 

Shale and sandstone 1, 132-1, 546 
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According to two other reports the limestone extended from 110 
to 1,170 feet or from 140 to 1,289 feet. 

Nelson, — On my recommendation a well was sunk at Nelson which 
obtains a moderate supply of good water from a depth of 1,041^ feet. 
It began below the middle part of the Redwall limestone, which 
extended to a depth of 396 feet according to one report and to 926 
feet according to another; the remainder was in shale and sand- 
stone of the Tonto group. 

Peach Springs. — Two wells 924 and 1,013 feet deep have been 
sunk at Peach Springs. The record of the deeper one as reported 
by the driller is as follows: 

Record of well No. 2 at Peach Springs, Ariz. 

Feet. 

SoO 0- 12 

"Cement" gravel 12- 215 

Limestone 215- 590 

Clay 590- 635 

Sandstone 639- 935 

Quartz 935-1,003 

Granite 1, 003-1, 013 

Water found at 430 feet rises within 402 feet of the surface and 
yields a small supply to pumping. Doubtless it is from sandstone. 
To judge by exposures in the valley a short distance north of this 
place there is but little if any limestone in this boring; if there was 
any it may even be above 215 feet. The limestone mentioned in 
the record is probably sandstone of the Tonto. This formation may 
have been penetrated for 800 feet. The identity of the '^ granite" 
was not established, but it is reasonable to expect it at the depth men- 
tioned, and the overlying ''quartz" is probably the quartzitic sand- 
stone at the base of the Tonto. 
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